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Courageous Decisions
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By Tom Wicker

N.Y. Times Service

Washington
No country has been
more affected than Japan
by President Nixon’s twin
stunners -— his proposed
visit to Peking and his new
economic policy. So Jap-
anese officials here are
ruefully - quipping that
what happens twice may
happen three times.
It might, at that. It’s never
wise to predict too much
- about a Presi-

- dent on the
Analysis ¢ pacic of past
and performe-

ance, as if he
were a race
horse or a
quarterback. Yet, a pattern
is to be found in these two
major decisions — each of
truly historic dimensions —
that is too interesting to be
overlooked.

In the first place, each de-
cision represented a total re-
versal of a deeply held atti-
tude. As candidate and Presi-
dent, of course, Nixon
dropped -certain routine
suggestions that he wished to
improve Chinese-American.
relations, and it is now clear
that he and Henry Kissinger
worked assiduously to help
bring about’ the beginning
thaw.
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"Nevertheless, Mr. Nixon
virtually built his career on
anti-communism; that ca-
reer really gotits startinthe
hysterical American political
atmosphere following the
“loss” of China; and few pol-
iticians of the cold war era
were more steadfastly op-
posed to dealing with the
Chinese Communists than
Richard Nixon.

Similarly, the President
has been long and Dbitterly
opposed to wage-price con-
trols in any form — an oppo-
sition that biographers and
friends trace to disillusioning
personal experience as a
low-level government attor-
ney in the World War II price
control program.

ixon’s Two
Turnaboufs

} As have most other Ameri-
can political leaders, moreo-
ver, Mr. Nixon has spoken in.
the past as if the fixed gold
value of the dollar was as
| hallowed as motherhood and
the flag; for merely suggest-
ing that a change might
someday have to be consid-
ered, former Treasury Secre-
tary David M. Kennedy {fell
out of favor early in the ad-
ministration.
PATTERN

The second element of the
pattern is that when Mr. Nix-
on chose, or was forced, to
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Roofers Heed
'Nixpn-~Going
Back to Work

The Roofers Unions an-
nounced yesterday it will
heed the President’s request
and suspend its strike
against contractors in eight
Bay Area and North Bay
counties.

Some of the 550 roofers
who began a walkout on Au-
gust 2 returned to work yes-
terday.

Charles Tibbat, secretary-
‘treasurer of Local 40 here,
said all roofers will return to
work Monday. Union leaders
have signed an agreement
with Associated Roofing Con-
tractors to extend their pre-
vious contract -through the
life of he President’s 90-day
price freeze and any exten-
sions.

‘change his mind, in each
case he did not edge, slip or
back into some slight muta-
‘tion of his old policy. Nor did
he, in current White House
jargon, choose ‘“option
three” — a compromise
course that splits the middle
of contending positions.
Instead, he came all the
way around. He is not mere-
ly studying the Chinese situa-
tion or moving in the United
Nations or sending off a
good-will mission; he is
going to Peking himself. He
is not appointing a wage-

|price. “review board” or

merely ‘“‘consulting” on the
dollar; he froze wages and
prices and, in effect, deval-
ued.

Third, Mr. Nixon made no
effort in either case to con-
ceal or soften what must be
two of the most complete re-
versals of policy in presiden-
tial history; not for him the
brazen evasion of a Lyndon

Johnson bombing North Viet-

nam and claiming no change
from President Eisenhower’s
policy.
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Mr. Nixon immediately
leaped before television cam-
eras and told all, even a little
boastfully — his trip to Pe-
king was tobe a “journey for
peace” and the economic pol-
icy was the most comprehen-
sive in four decades.

Finally, those of us who
have been most critical of
Mr. Nixon — even those
‘“conservative” lions who
deserted him on the China is-
sue — ought to admit that
both of these decisions took
courage. In particular, if his
timing leaves the President
with a messy wage-and-price
fixing situation on his hands
far into next year, the net po-
litical result could be badly
damaging to his re-election
prospects. : :

Interestingly enough, this
pattern stretches to cover at
ltf,a.st one other big Nixon de-
cision — the invasion of
Cambodia. That was not
quite of the same magnitude
as the later two and was
more a reversal of ‘establish-
ed policy than of a deep-
seated personal conviction.

TURNABOUT

There was, nevertheless,
no “‘option three” but a com-
plete turnabout from tolerat-
ing the Cambodian sanctu-
aries an across-the-board at-
tack on all of them. The de-
cision was promptly cele-
brated on television, and it
also took a certain courage
(foolhardy courage, some of
us would say).

None of this necessarily
means anything for the fu-
ture, but the pattern does sug-
gest that in the largest policy
questions Mr. Nixon will not
necessarily be limited by his
past views,.and that he is
capable of the most sweeping
change. It suggest also that
he is a big-stakes gambler.
and one well aware of his
presidential powers to im-
press the American people

‘'with large undertakings. « %




