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NOSTALGIC VISIT: The

President spoke at Vernon.

4 .. By JOHN,

-HERBERS
Al ’ Qpedal to The New, York Times
VERNON, Ind, June 24— copter that set down on the

President leon pald a nos-
talgic wvisit today - to- his
mother’s birthplace ‘in*'“kural

- Indiana: and used the occaéxbn

to -exhort several thousand
well-wishers to cling to the
values that she knew as a
Quaker girl around the turn
of the century.

The President came here to
dedicate a plaque in honor of
Mrs. Hannah Milhous Nixon,
who was born on.a farm on
the: Rush branch of Graham
Creek near this town of 500
people in 1885. i

Moving through the country-

E side,/Mr. Nixon found admiring

crowds of old and .young, the

- open . white faces of Midwestern

farm country, and not a smgle
detractor all day.

‘5My roots are - here * . the|:
President said with' a - broad
smile as he stood on the steps
of *the Jenmngs County Court

' House, a pleasant old building

of brick and gingerbread sur-
rounded by green lawns and the
deep'shade -of maples. -
The President came, on,inyi-
tation” of the Jennings:County |
High School chapter “of ;the

ciety. The students had com-
piled a history of the Milhous
family in this community and
erected along H.lghway 50 a

parking lot of the high school
at noon and was greeted by a
crowd" of -700 people waving
flags and patrigtic banners.

The "éommunity newspaper,
The North Vernon Plain Dealer,
describéd” ghg,gssxt in 4, pecial
red, «awh;té ‘andsblue’ edition: as
“the'biggest thing that his hap-
pened to. Jennings since Mor-
gan’s Raiders tried unsuccess-
fuly to breach the Unionrde-
fenses around Vernon back in
the Civil War days.” = =

But the newspaper added:

“You can also say thatithere
is a lot of political manger to
a visit of this nature and the
fact that President Nixon is
coming to Jennings is sure-fire
evidence that he has every in-
tention of running for re-elec-
tion in 1972 and will be a fJght-
ing candidate.”

At the courthouse, Wheve the
crowds " filled the lawns and
overflowed into surrounding
strets, Mr. Nixon talked of his
mother, who died in 1967,.and
of her fove of Indiana, wthere
she had been a member of a
Quaker family.
~-He told the crowd that Whart
%g,gwas -going to say was “what
‘think’ my mother would want
me to say.". .

1 1add1tlon to.: ‘being "very
proud ¢of - your ‘country, "b’he

plaqwue saying:

“Hannah Milhous Nixon;
mother of President Richard
M.-Nixon, was born ‘on a farm
four, and a half miles south-
east to which her grandparents
came.in 1854. Hannah’s parents
moved to California when she
was 12 years ‘old.”

Mr. Nixon was born in Yorba
Linda, Calif.

There are no known relatives
of the President in the com-
munity here, and the old home-
stead burned to the ground in
1968,

When it was learned that the
President would come here for

- the dedication, the pilaque was

temporarily moved To tne court
house for the ceremony.
.Ienmngs County is an agri-
cultural .community of 19,000
PEO in southeast Indlana
The reSIdent accompanied by
Agriculture, Secretary. Clifford
M. Hardin," arrlved by aiheli-

said, “she ‘would also Wal
to say this’ group: Keep yo

religious faith: She woula §ay
that religious faith had sus-
tained her through- some very
dvfflc'ull:l tlmis * uﬂd (‘,

“Finally, she wo
to say to you that wéy @lgo
country should dedicate’ ou:r-
selves to the cause of peace,”
he added.

Stating _that he ‘believed
peace for the next generation
was p0551b1e, the Premden«t
said: -
“We are endmg a war i
which we are presently. en-
gaged. It will end, and it will
end in a way that will build.
a more lasting peace.

“We are attemptmg to break
down the barriers between.na-
tions and peoples in the world,
but in an open world wiheu'e
they can go to all the nations
of the world and know all the

people in the world. What a
wonderful experience that is.”
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