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Thirsting to get into China’

there oo passage m Richard Nixon's writ-
owhere be tells ubout the Chinese word for

A

s afevorite term o hisg imany kinguage

That word. Nixon poInts out. s made: .up ol

two charucters. One of them stands for “dan-

ser Fihe other stands for “opportunity ™
That Oriental footnote, appropriately, jsthe

clue toihe President’s open pleasure at the sud-

den renewal of contuct with mainland China.
e power game Nixon plays. men are drawn

o dangeriotonly of necessi but bcuusc it

provides e greatest stimulus. And Chxrm isa

*mass of unmined OP]‘O)‘(UHIH.

The Chinese have
many ways of saying
“erisis.” The version
shown here is Nixon's
choice 10 best define
11s concept of the
~vord as used in his
»00k Six Crises.

In the pastdecade, thatvast country has held
maore and morefascination for U.S Presidents,
@ McCarthyism faded and the men in the
Wiiite ‘House were no longer afraid to take a
second fook at the Chinese Communists— at
least-as people--most of them were willing.to

“admit that it was ridiculous to try to-conduct
~world at’ﬁns without aaknowlndgmg the ex-

nee; 0( 6()0 to 800 mrlhon human beu.ﬁs

: f ong: dnd puLin, Unu ge ol anew € hnm
ofhnc L TdCI thL East Asian Bureau. Tentative



ideas thoud etong Chima mte i Unneg Nae
poas und renewing commuincations and trade
contacts began to float whouim the lowerunks
of the bureaucracy. They never reached theim-
portant levels, however, and then Kennedywas
killed and the effort stalled--but not before
Bobby Kennedy. had become intrigued, partly
because as Atlorney General he had noted that

the Chinese were probably the most Inw-abid-
img cthnic group in America.

Lvondon Johnson broeded about the Chinese
problem. One wmight 1 his small study,
sipped at @ Fresca and told some visitors thai
le just wasn't sure why we excluded Red Chj-
na from the United Nations. 1 don’t know

how you can ever make friends with people if

vou don't talh with them,”™ he said. "And 1
don’t know how you can talk with them-if'you

won't let them sit down with you.”

partment officials. Ney thekss Johnson was

come along wid be
nesethand. Twenty
mgithat iff Taiwan -
thie_coast of: Califorma,”
he was still insisting that réco
China wouli i
frecdomeand peuge Sy
Cahifornians, have i specidl possestiveness
aboul Asia because ‘they five“on'sthe Picific,
By:1vo7. whenNixon was WEIT g

Affdirs that Red Chinashould
the d umllv ol nations

1ancof Red

b Stde

inKereisn
"«u!ahl Lo
shetwids ahcu v setting
himsell up as as n\per!

Because antiz-Communist -~ haek-
ground. he could pullit offmare easily ‘than

~of  his

others. he told peeple around him. He talked

forlong hoursahouthoweverything *came to-
gether™ in mainfand China: how Russian and

Linited States interests met, and those of Ju-
pan and Indonesia. Nixon was swept along.
100. by what one of his men describes as “"that
certain magic of China.” Thereusa smell of ad-
wenture
gray-flannel explover, Hé became interested in
Chinese onvihization and concluded that the
Chingse were perhaps the most talented, ¢n-

ergetic and creative of Asian peoples. Out of

that came his political conclusions: that no sta-

i

That sort
sof country logic stunned the old-line State De-

They r?o‘i‘mcd i
bRe dtine of

about China and Nixon is u kind of

ble worid order was peesivle without main-
land China. that Russia should not nccessarly
be our precminent Communist contact, that
Cliina™ isolation had produced an ignorance
about the United States among her leaders that
had to bedispelied.

Nixon plung:d into the job of opening Red
China and dragged the rest of the givernment
ong. Spivo Agnew was not the only one who
had doubts aboutsuch a departure. Other Cab-
inet officers and diplomats clung to the old be-
liei that the Red Chinese were pretty good en-
einies Lo have. Less than a year age, however
—in the midst of the Middle East crisis— the
icancd back in his chair in the Oval
Office. picked up a paperweight and thumped
the top of hts derk with it "Russia isn’t going
to make any eflort to get China into the fam-

President

Jily of nations. [t is up to the United States.

We have got to start the dialogue. Maybe it
won'( happen in five years, mayte not e\en in
‘Vﬁars But in 20 years it had better bei or
rld’is in mortal danger. If there js any-
i to-do before I dic it is to go to
1.1 want my children to

age Mas sent to the mailiiand v
e _manner, -in¢luding
| deliberate gambit:of
1}'c Peop]c S RLPUH(L of

“Red China. " Nixcén him-
;u» mm h'is’ toast to Romunian's
elae Ceausescu. American jour-
«'tﬁm significance of 11, Novon's
ertain the Romanns did noew
outto Ceausescu, knowing the
word wouldgo quickly to Peking.

nien made 8

Rightnow Nixon is like an cager touns!
Sthirstime o get into China,”
his people. He has'a thing about entering new
it paces hefore Jie reaches any door-

savs one ol

plices. I
wav he straightens up. shifts his ambulatony
gears, vaos through the door with power. Aides
have learned toclear the aisles when Air Force
One puts down at some distant airport. In a
new country Jike Romania or Yugoslayiﬁ"‘hc
comes out of the cabin door like Staniey. dis-
covering Livingstone. China would be the ul-
timate entrance. i
Hischances of getung there soon are remote,
of course. But like any traveler who has got
the taste and has studied the folders. he keeps

hoping. The thought of the traveling White
House-- with its horde of advance men, its car-

avan of jets, its army.of photegraphers and re-
porters— was enotgh to make Henry Kissinger
wonder good-naturedly if several years of care-
ful preparation weren't necessary before even
China could survive such an assault.



