fapgthe future.
“-light of threx extreme

alternatives, the only viable
cause was to reluctantly ac-
cept the date of Aug. 15.

During the six weeks#hich

b ‘ ) have ensued, miir cqn;:baé air
4 S III : support, coupled with Cam-
M tate enti bogian efforts to in];xpruve
o otk T! : and strengthen their forces,
tl.; ‘;:&:;;};’Jm;g N, Aug, 1 have left the Khmer Republic
s o the et o in hetter shape to defend it-
s i the st of o sell. We hope that the Gov-
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White House statement on
Cambodia that was read at
ha newd conference today hy
Gerald L. Warren, deputy
press secretary:

As you know, combat air
operations by United States
aircraft have ceased in Cam-
bedia. In arder clearly to ex-
plain our position concerning
this action and to avoid any
misunderstanding by others,
I would like to make the fol-
lowing points:

As the President indicated

" in'his letter to Congressional

leaders on Aug. 3, this Ad-
ministration is terminating
combat activity in Cambodia
in compliance with a specific,
direct and binding .instruc-
tion from the Congﬁss_.
The President continues to
hold grave reservations @bout
the wisdom of this lggisla-
tive action. He is coneerned
t by its action the Cong-
ss has eliminated an im-
rtant incentive for a nego-

" tiated settlement in Cam-

bodia, has weakened the
security of Cambodia’s neigh-
bors in Southeast Asia,and
hés eroded the structure of
peace in Indochina laid down
in the [Paris] agreements of
Jan. 27.

Mast  importantly, g this
Congressional  act under-
mines the prospects of world
peace by raising doubts in
the minds of both friends
and adversaries concerning
the resolve and capacity, of
the United States to stand
by ingernational agreements
;?;len-_they are viclated by

er parties.

IRelyctantly  Accepted’

‘While noting the dangers
of {his legislative action, the

Presffont  most  reluctantly
atephitad, the Aug. 15 cutoff
datgh dsja necessary compro-

mises ta; avoid a major dis-
rupfton in  United States
Gnmrn\%ﬁmt operations and
ta allow the Khmer Republic
mare lime-to adjust to-the
new situation.
You will recall-that at the
tilne this law was enacted,
| President faced the alter-
e of acce}ptln -a June 30
off date for. halting all
vernmental " Opeyations
theough a veto of the 'ap-
propriations bill to which
this legislation was attached.
To have terminated immedi-
ately_ all combat suppo _\:‘tfor
e ] e

would have

0 Government of
the essential time to prepare

ble act depriving the

ernment will be able to de-
fend itself and to hold its
own against the insurgents
and their North Vietnamese
$PONSors,

‘Current Challenge’

In the meantime, the Unit-
ed States will stand firmly
the Khmer Republic in ,
faging the current challenge .
and will continue to provide
the maximum amount of eco-
nomic and military assistance |
permitted by present legal
constraints.

We continue strongly to
support a cease-fire through
negotiations  among  the
Khmer parties. An end to the
fighting and respect for Cam-
bodia's sovereignty and neu- |
trality are our principal goals
there. Despite the efforts of
many interested parties and
the goodwill of the Khmer
Republic, the Communist side
remains intransigently op-
posed to any compromise,

1 should also recall the
President’'s warning in his
Aug. 3 letter that the leaders
of North Vietnam would he
making a very dangerous er-
ror if they mistook the cessa-
tion of United States combat
activity in Cambodia for an
invitation to pursue a policy
of aggression in Southeast
Asia, It should be clearly
understood in Hanoi that the l
Prasident will wark with
Copigress in order to take |
appropriate action if North
Vietnam mounts an offensive
which jeapardizes stability in
Indochina and Lhreatens to
overturn  the settlements
reached after so much sacri-
fice by so many for so long. |




