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WASHINGTON, May 3 —
The House Appropriations
Commiittee defeated a bid to-
day to deny funds for the

bombing of Cambodia setting
the stage for a major floor
fight over the Administration's
Camboaian policies,

By a vote of 31 to 14, the
traditionally hawkish commit-
tee rejected a proposal to deny
the Pentagon authority to
transfer funds within the de-
fense budget to pay for the
bombing,

The financing issue, which is

- providing a focal point for a
© Congressional attack on the
Zbomggng, will now be raised
on the House floor, perhaps late
next week,

In preparation for the floor
fight, the Democratic Policy
and Steering Committes of the
House adopted a resolution by

-an 18 to 3 vete urging House
- Democrats to delete the spend-
ing authority, which is inc uded
in a supplementary appropria-
tions bill.
Shift in Attitude Noted

Even such supporters of the

- Administration as Representa-
" tive George H. Mahon, the
Chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, where predicting
that the vote would be clase,
One indication of what Mr,
Mahon described as “the
changing mood in the House"
was that Speaker Carl Albert,
inthe past a defender of Ad-
ministration policies in Indo-

china, voted for the policy com-
mittee resolution,

Even if approved by the
House, the bombing funds au-
thority would face prolonged
debate in the Senate with a
good possibility, in the judg-
ment of party leaders, that the
Senate would block the funds.

For the first time in its pro-

.. tracted battle on the Senate,
the Administration is seeking
funds specifically for military
actions in Indochina, In the
past, Indochina funds have been
included on the defense budget,
making it difficult for the
critics, particularly when
American  iroops were in
Vietnam,

Making Direct Request

Now, however the Admini-
stration is requesting authority
to transfer $500-million in de-
fense funds to finance Indo.

ina expenses. The House Ap-
propriations Committee, in ap-
proving the request today,
reduced the amount to $430-
million,

To support its request, the
Administration s relying
heavily on the argument that it
wants the authority only until
the end of the present fiscal
year, on June 30. This argument
is reflected by Mr. Mahon, who
said, “I am willing to give the
President this flexibility for a
period of less than two months
in order to gtxf‘yl to achfieve a
more meaningful cease-fire in
Indochina,”

Opponents raised the objec-
tion that if Congress approgved
the transfer ay ority, it would
be giving “backdoor” author-
ization for the Administration’s

ombing in Cambodia. They
cite a recent line of Federal
court decisions holding that
even in the absence of a
declaration of war, Congress
has authorized the Vietnam
}war_tby voting appropriations
or it.

This view was: voiced in a
Minority report submitted by
thres Democratic members of |
the Appropriations committee
—Representatives Joseph P,

1 of Queens, Robert H.
Giaimo of Connecticut and John
J. Flynt Jr. of Georgia—who
sought unsuccessfully today to
delete the transfer authority
from the surplemental ap-
propriations bill,

In the Senate, meanwhile,
Senator Charles McC, Mathias,
Republican of Maryland, intro-
duced a resolution saying that
the continued bombing in Cam-
bodia was “contrary to the
laws of the United States" and
calling on the President to cease
all military actions in Indo-
china that had not been ap-
proved by Congress.

Mansfield a Co-sponsor

Senator Mike Mansfield, the
Democ;a-tic leader, immedj-
ately joined as the principal
CO-Sponsor,

Mr., Mansfield asked quick
appraval, perhaps by next
week, of the Mathias resolution,
Then, if . the White House
lenores this “advice” from the
Se_nate._ the Democratic leader.
ship will seek to cut off funds
for  further bombing  in
Cambodia,

Senator John G, Tower, Re-
publican of Texas, complained
that the Mathias resolution
would “serve notice” on North
Vietnam that the United States
“has not the will nor the
resolve to use its strength” to
inforce a cease-fire in Indo-
china.

. _Senatqr Mansfield, his voice
rising with emotion, responded
to Senator Tower by asking:
“Haven't we had enough of war
In indochina? “f it's 4 question
of face, T for one am prepared
10 give up whatever face is
nvolved.”
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