Clifford Says Nixon Moves Prolong War
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WASHINGTON, May 18 —
Former Defense Secretary Clark
M. Clifford charged today that
President Nixon's military
actions against North Vietnam
were prolonging the war and
raising the risk of a major con-
frontation with the Soviet
Union.

Testifying before the House
Foreign Affairs Commtites, Mr.
Clifford also challenged Mr.
Nixon's constitutional authority
to order the mining of North
Vietnamese waters without the
approval of Congress.

Also he predicted the mining
would be militarily ineffective.
He argued that ships could un-
load their cargoes at Chinese
ports for overland shipment to
North Vietnam. But more im-
portant, he said, the mining
constitutes an act of war,
greatly increasing the danger
of a showdown with the Soviet
Union,

Says ‘Congress Must Act’

He declared:

“The power thus to make
war on foreign countries is not
entrusted by the Constitution
to the unilateral decision of
any oné man. For the Presi-
dent of the United States to
arrogate this power to himself
is a defiance of constitutional
principles and provides a clear
warning that Congress must act
immediately to reassert its ju-
risdiction.”

Mr. Clifford, who served as
Defense Secretary in the final
vear of the Johnson Adminis-
tration, appeared before the
committee to support a resolu-
tion drafted by Democrats on
the committee that would ter-
minate all American hostilities
in Indochina by Oct. 1, subject
to the release of American
prisoners of war.
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