14 San Francisco Chronicle Fri, Feb. 19,1971

Nixon

Risks

Big

War---McGovern

Washington

Democratic 'Senator
George S. McGovern ac-
cused President Nixon yes-
terday of “flirting with
World War IIL"”

This was the harshesi reac-
lion on Capitol Hill to the
President’s hard-line news
conference Wednesday on the
i1.8,-supported South Viet-
namese drive into southern
Laos to try to cutthe Ho Chi
Hinh frail

MeGovern., . sn announced
candidate for his padty’s
presidential nominatinn, told
a news conference that Mr.
Nixon's statement.invited
Chinese Communist interven-
tion,

DECISION

1 think he has given up on
a political decision,” MeGov-
ern sald. “He's flirting with
World War 1ITin Asia.”

At another point, the
long-time “"opponenet of the
Vietnam war said: ‘

“He's setting the stage
very possibly for World War
LIT in Asia, and if that hap-
pens we will face the loss of

tens of thotusands of Ameri-

cans.”

Me Goverirrejected Mr,
Nixon's déclaration that the
United States would demain
in Indochina 'until all its pri
soners of war are releasad,
The only way to rescue the
prisoners, McGovern said, is
to set a definite date for
withdrawal of all U.S. troops.

A few hours later, Repre-
sentative Paul N. McCloskey,

a loberal Republican from

San Mateo, Calif., reiterated
his position that a national
dialogue should be started to
discuss impeaching the Pdes-
ident.

He told his colleagues ina
speech on the House floor
that a national debare would
“bring hometo the President
the depth of despari many of
us feel over his recent moves
without prier consent of the

Congress.”

CUE

McCloskey, possibly taking
a cue from former Demo-
cratic representatie Allard
Lowenstein who began the
movement. to dump Presi-
dent Jehnson in 1267, urged
that GOP candidates oppose
Mr. Nixon inthe pdesidential
primaries early next year,

He said possible GOP can-
didates are John W. Gard-
ner, former HEW secretary
and now head of Comman
CAUSE, Senator Charles H.
Pércy (Rep.-11l.) and Senator
Mark Hatfield (Rep.-Ore.).

Senator Frank Church
(Dem.-Idaho) joined McGov-
ern in expressing fears about
what Communist China
might do if it felt threatened
by U.8. moves in Indochina.

CRITIC

“They warned us in Ko-
rea, Church said. “We
chose not to aceept the warn-
ing. T think there have heen
warnings out of China this
time, They haven't taken
precisely the same form, but
there have been rumblings, "’

On of the most persistent
war crifies, Senator J. Wil-
liam Fulbright (Dem.-Ark.),
chairman of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee, told a re-
porter: “The President has
taken the bit in his teeth. His

remarks don’t surprise me.

It appears the President in-
tends to do whatever he
wants to in Southeast Asia
and there’s little we can do
ahout it.""

Assistant Senate Republi-
can leader Robert P. Griffin
of Michigan, told of McGov-
eri’s statement, ealled it
“very Irresponsible.”

SENATOR McGOVERN
Red China danger

Senate Democratic leader
Mike Mansfield rejected the
possibility of an allied inva-
sion of North Vietnam, com-
menting, “We have three
fronts there now and that's
three oo many."”
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