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The Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution

This is the complete texi
of the so-called Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution that was
approved by Congress on
Awg. 7, 1964:

Whereas naval units of the
Communist regime in Viet-
nam, in violation of the prin-
ciples of the Charter of the
United Nations and of inter-
national law, have deliber-
ately and repeatedly at-
tacked United States naval
vessels lawfully present in
international waters, and
have thereby created a seri-
ous threat to international
peace;

Whereas these attacks are
part of a deliberate and sys-
tematic, campaign of aggres-
sion that the Communist re-
gime in North Vietnam has
been waging against its
neighbors and the nations
joined with them in the
collective defense of their
freedom;

Whereas the United States
is assisting the peoples of
southeast Asia to protect
their freedom and has no ter-
ritorial, military or political
ambitions in that area, but
desires only that these peo-
ples should be left in peace to
work out their own desumes
in their own way, Now there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and
House of Representatives of
the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That
the Congress approves and
supports the determination of
the President, as Command-
er-in-Chief, to take all neces-
sary measures to repel any
armed attack against the
forces of the United States
and to prevent further ag-
gression.

SEC. 2. The United States
regards as vital to its nation-
al interest and to world
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peace the maintenance of in-
ternational peace and securi-
ty in southeast Asia. Conso-
nant with the Constitution of
the United States and the
Charter of the United Na-
tions and in accordance with
its obligations under the
Southeast Asia Collective De-
fense Treaty, the United
States is, therefore, pre-
pared, as the President de-
termines, to take all neces-
sary steps, including the use |
of armed force, to assit any |
member or protocol state of
the Southeast Asia Collective
Defense Tre aty requesting
assistance in defense of its
freedom. |

SEC. 3. Thisresolution
shall expire when the Presi-
dent shall determine that the
peace and security of the
area is reasonably assured
by international conditions
created by action of the Unit-
ed Nations or otherwise, ex-
cept that it may be terminat-
ed earlier by concurrent res-
olution of the Congress,




