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“Inspect’ San Clemente

%an Clemente
Zwo members of the
House  Appropriations
Commiittee spent more
than three hours yester-
day inspecting the West-
ern White House at San
Clemente and said after-
ward that government ex-
penditures—7for the most
part—were justified.”

in a related action, the Or-
ange, county grand jury an-
nounced that it did not in-
tend to pursue any investi-
gation into the fax assess-
ments placed on the estate.

Representatives Edward
R. Roybal (Dem-Calif.) and
Jack Edwards (Rep-Ala.)
{old newsmen after the tour
that. at the President’s invi-
tation, they were aken
through all the facilities, in-
cluding the office complex,
all of the grounds of Mr.
N0 11 's private residence
afftl many of the rooms in-

sifte_including his-office and-

bedroom.
FIRST

The tour is believed to be
the first inspection of gov-
ernment-financed facilities
there since the controversy
over improvement costs de-
veloped several monhts ago.

“My general impression is
that the money which was
spent for security was mo-
ney well spent,”” Roybal
said. :

He added, in response to a
question, that money used
for landscaping around the
residence ‘““was justified,” a
term he also used in regard
to a bulletproof windscreen
around the swimming pool.

A $5000 item for furniture
for the President’s den also-
was wupported by Roybal,
who said, ‘I have no objec-
tion — all employees of the
government should have the
facilities to work.”

But Roybal also noted inst-
ances of what lie called “ov-

erkill,” such as money spent
for esthetics. He alsoraised
the question, “how much
protection is enough?” inre-
gard to security expendi-
tures.

ECHO
BEdwards echoed Roybal’s
assessment of the reported
$2.4 million spent onthe San
Clemente residence.

The grand jury's state-
ment left the issue squarely
up to the members of the .
Orange county Assessment
Appeals Board which was
asked last week by the Cali-
fornia State Board of Equili-
zation to look into the as-
sessment, now placed at
$1.37 million.

The request came by un-
animous vote of the four De-
mocratic members of the’
state board - who said they
took the action to ““get it off
our backs.”’
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