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That Renovation
Of San Clemente
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HE $700,000 renovation of President

Nixon’s San Clemente estate was di-
rected by former White House chief of
staff H. R. Haldeman who, in the name of
presidential security, sought the replace-
ment of rundown equipment, restoration
of crumbling walls, purchase of new fix-
tures and landscaping of the grounds —
most of it at the taxpayers’ expense.

Our investigation of the grand renova-
tion has pinpointed Haldeman as the expe-
diter. He operated through an ‘“‘architec-
tural coordinator” who was supposed to
harmeonize the security requirements with
the private improvements. But many of
the improvements somehow wound up on
the taxpayers’ bills. ’
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HE INTERIOR of the San Clemente
home was designed by Channel &
Chaffin, a Los Angeles firm, working
closely with Pat Nixon. The First Lady
helped choose the fabrics and furnishings,
including $4834.50 worth of rich furniture
which Channel & Chaffin purchased for
the President’s den. But the bill for the
den furniture, including a $472 leather-top
desk with brass desk lamps, club chair,
lounge chair and ‘“‘decorative” pillows,

was paid by the taxpayers.

Competent sources have told us that
Secret Service chief James J. Rowley was
so_appalled at the misuse of the taxpay-
ers’ money that he tried for three years to
bring congressional investigators to San
Clemente to see what was going on. '
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Representative Tom Steed (Dem-Okla.), -
who oversees the Secret. Service budget,
acknowledged to us that Rowley had
“begged” him to visit the Nixon home, "
even if it was only a weekend. Because of
‘the pressure of time,” Steed’s subcom-
mittee never made the trip.

Steed now feels that Rowley was torn
between his loyalty to the President and
his obligation to the taxpayers. “I think
what he was trying to tell me,” Steed
said, “was that the White House hot shots
were trying to get him to take the rap for
a whole lot of imprudent spending. They .

were trying to put the rat on poor old -

Rowley’s back.” .
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR Lilburn Boggs -
confirmed that the Secret Service
had dealt with Haldeman on the San Cle-
mente improvements. Another spokesman .
insisted, however, that the Secret Service
initiated all the improvements. “I'm un-
awars of anything that the White House re-
quested,” said the spokesman.
. He also wouldnt confirm our report
about Rowley’s misgivings. “The direc-
tor’s only reason for inviting the Steed
subcommittee to San Clemente,” said the
spokesman, ‘“was to show them how the
Secret Service sets up security at a presi-
dential residence.”

A spokesman for the General Services
Administration, which paid for the Presi-
dent’s den furniture, called it a “perfectly
legitimate™ expense. - -



