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« .. tried to save programs
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funds, but has been extended
for 90 days by Congress in the
effort to salvage the remain-
ing functions.

Arnett informed Burch that
he would submit the letter of

| resignation on the understand-
ing that it*would include Ar-
nett’s strongest argument :gor
enactment of the HEW trans-
fer bill. He was in his OEO of-
fice late last night working on
the letter.

The HEW transfer bill crys-
tallized Arnett’s troubles last
May 25 when the House re-
soundingly voted for it, 331 to
53—a margin considered large
enough to make it veto-proof
over the President’s threat to
reject it. -

Critics immediately charged
that Arnett had been going

rector in their absence.

Cox.

By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

’President Nixon yesterday
fired Alvin J. Arnett, the Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity
director accused of lobbying
against Mr. Nixon’s plans to
kill the antipoverty agency.

Arnett was summoned to
the White House late yester-
day afternoon by Dean Burch,
the President’s political ad-
viser, and asked to submit his
resignation by 10 o’clock this
morning, to be effective as o
July 31. '

Burch told Arnett he will be
replaced -by Bert Gallegos,
OEO general counsel, as acting
director. Gallegos served as

ial OEQ Chief A

under Howard J. Phillips, Ar-

around the. country rallying
governors, mayors and local
antipoverty. officials to pres-
sure -Congress to 'keep feder-
ally supported community ac-
tion programs alive through
the transfer to HEW.

Burch acted, OEO sources
said last night, after reviewing
.a memorandum critical of him
submitted by four Office of
Economic Opportunity subor-
dinates, all political appoint-
ees and self-styled conserva-
tives.. Among them was Wil-
liam Buchanan, an Arnett as-
sistant and brother of presi-
dential assistant Patrick J. Bu-
chanan. ‘

Burch’s recommendation
went to the President despite
a fierce holding action by Ar-
nett himself and numerous
supporters in Congress and

governors, who argued that

In a meeting with Burch on

JuL

nett’s controversial predeces-
sor whose aggressive disman-

tling of OEO without congres-
sional sanction was voided by
a federal judge, who also
threw Phillips out. A new dep-
uty acting director also is to
be appointed.

“I was not following the
President’s program,” Arnett
last night said Burch told him.
“He just laid it out. The pres-
sures on them were just abso-
lutely inordinate to move me
on. I have not been on the res-
ervation. I've been out there
trying to save something they
just do not want to save.”

Arnett said - he agreed to
submit his resignation after
being assured by Burch that
one of the antipoverty actions

OEO was}serving them well in
the states.

Buchanan and his' three
OEO colleagues, George Bull-
ock, Morgan J. Doughton and
Robert Jungmann, charged in
their memo that Arnett “has
not only lost control of OEO to
the old-line bureaucracy, but
has done so deliberately, as a
matter of conviction and pol-
icy in which he sides with the
Union-led move for its contin-
uance, and more seriously, has
lost his party compass.”

They charged Arnett with
“extensive travel to line up
support for OEO continuance
coupled with use of money to
reward its supporters,” many
of whom were Democrats, in-
cluding Mayor Richard J. Da-
ley of Chicago.

“We are not suggesting that
the agency should bé a Repub-

.| servicing

Gallegos is regarded as just
./such an administrator, Under
Arnett, Phillips and earlier
OEO directors, he has served
from time to time as acting di-

Burch reportedly had been
urged by Republican congres-
sional leaders to move cau-
tiously in dealing with Arnett,
lest there be another political
outery similar to what ocecur-
red last Oct. 20, when then At-
torney General Elliot L. Rich-
ardson and his deputy, Wil
liam D. Ruckelshaus, resigned
over the firing of Watergate

June 21, Arnett is said to have
offered his resignation but
was told then the administra-
tion did not want the public
relations risk of another
“Saturday night massacre’—
the name given to the Rich-
ardson-Ruckelshaus-Cox de-
parture.

‘Last night, as word of Ar-
nett’s imminent departure
reached Capitol Hill, reaction
came from Sen. Jacob K. Jav-
its (R-N.Y.), ranking minority
member of the Senate Labor
and Public Welfare Commit-
tee. :

“Arnett is a good man doing
a good job,” he said. “It looks
like the long knives are out
and it’s another disturbing in-
stance of a tendency on the
part of the administration to
conduct impeachment poli-

Special Prosecutor Archibald

tics.”

16 w74

rnett Fired

for which he had been fight-
ing — creation of a new Legal
Services Corporation — will
be signed into law by the Pres-
ident. A proposal to achieve a
final compromise on the bill
comes before the Senate to-
day.

" ‘Burch declined to give Ar-
nett any assurance, however,
that Arnett’s major focus,. a
bill transferring OEO’s com-
munity action and few other
remaining programs to the De-
partment of Health, Education
and Welfare, would be signed.
The White House already has
indicated Mr. Nixon plans to
veto the bill. OEQ was to be
closed by June 30 for lack of
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lican fiefdom, an impossibility
in an agency of this nature”
the four political appointees,
holdovers from earlier OEO
directors, wrote. “What we are
suggesting is that as part of
the Executive Office of ‘the
President, there could be far
better responsiveness to the
administration and the party
it represents.” )
The memo urged that some-
one inside OEQ with clear Re-
publican loyalties and a egol
style as contrasted to the
“glandular activism” of Phil-
lips, be appointed. Phillips re-
signed after much criticism
that he wielded an idoloigical
meat-ax in hastening to close
down OEO.
) “We are united in the feel-
ing that no rhetorical points,
as during ‘the Phillips days,
should scored,” the anti-Arnett
forces wrote. “Quiet Republi-
can management can .and
should be imposed here, No
policy statements and verbal
vendettas should take place;
of White House

|wishes and Republican con-

gressional desires will and
should be handled expedi-

.| tiously.”



