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NIXON FOR RETORN
OF DEATH PENALTY

Wants Law to Apply When a
* Kidnapping Victim Is Killed

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., March
. 8 (AP)—President Nixon, voic-
ing concern over the fresh
wave of kidnappings, has or-
dered Attorney General Wil
liam B. Saxbe to: press for rein-
stitution. of -the death penalty
in cases where a kidnapping
vietim is killed, a White House
official said teday. ]

‘The White House chief of
staff, Gen. Alexander M. Haig
Jr., said . Mr. Nixon - had * or-
dered Mr. Saxbe to' study

“whatever additional measures|
the Federal Government might
take to deal with this problem|

of kidnapping.”

"General” Halg told newsmen

aboard the President’s airplane
on way to Florida that Mr.
Nixon talked to Mr. Saxbe last
night and this morning about
1l:c;bbyi-ng Congress on the mat-
er.

‘According to General Haig,
when the President spoke with
Mr, Saxbe -“he conveyed his
concern about the increased in-
cidence of kidnapping.”

Patricia’ Hearst, daughter of
& San Francisco newspaper
publisher, was kidnapped last
‘month, Since then, an Atlanta
editor was lidnapped and later
freed after ransom was paid.
There were kidnappings ~this
week on Long Island and in
'Virginia.

General Haig said Mr. Nixon
had told Mr. Saxbe he wanted
“increased emphasis .on legisla-
tion that has been on the Hill
for a year that provides for
reinstitution of the death pen-
alty.”

The measure was sent to
Congress ' by Mr. Nixon on
March 23, 1973, and would ap-
ply the death penalty in hijack-
ing and terrorism cases as well
as in kidnappings in which the
victim is killed. The measure
would not be retroactive.




