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Rt)gers Hiis
Obsession’
On Security

By Murrey Marder
Washington Post Staff Writer

Secretary of State William P. Rogers

wcautloned yesterday that the United
‘States must not become “so obsessed with
‘security matters that laws are freely vio-
Jated” at the expense of 1nd1v1dua1 liber-
‘ties.
. Rogers is the only survivor of the Nixon
~administration’s original cabinet, and he
is one of the President’s closest long time
‘friends. For months he has avoided direct
comment on the unpsual Watergate prac-
‘tices undertaken in the name of extraordi-
nary national security needs. Yesterday,
in his first Washington press conference
since Feb. 15, he put as much distance as
po'ssible between himself and Watergate,
in-response to newsmen’s questions.

Despite prodding by newsmen, Rogers
left open the increasingly recurring ques-
tion of his own tenure as Secretary of
State, which has been nourished by in-
ten51f1ed speculation that presidential se-
curity adviser Henry A. Kissinger soon
may be named to succeed him. ‘

“However the President wants to run
his foreign affairs and Whom he wants to
assign to certain tasks is up to him,” said
Rogers blandly. .

He pronounced himself “very happy to
have played the part I have played,” in
the administration’s “most successful” for-
eign policy. All Rogers would say about
his future was to refer reporters back to
a statement made through his spokesman
ug. 7 on two posts. Rogers would
“never” consider: a seat on the Supreme
Court, or an ambassadorial appointment
to Moscow, where the United States has
been w1thout an ambassador since. Janu-
ary, or anywhere else,

Rogers, who served as Attorney Gen-

Weral in the Elseghogver admlmstratlon
prides hlmsel% Bt the Fact that the State

Department has escaped any direct” in-f'

volvement in the Watergate scandals.®
~Although President Nixon has said that
natiohal security requirements during the
first years of his administration were “so
grave as to require extraordinary ac-
tions,” Rogers was able to avoid, until
yesterday, public comment on his own
view of the security needs. Rogers didnot:
-disagree with the President’s assessment,
‘but his emphasis differed conmderably,
-He said yesterday that he would *heki-
tate” to “get into generalities and legal
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Se'cretary'of State Rogers: “I lean toward
strict observance of legal requirements.”
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nations thal.we will
sufficiefit. support
from the Ameriean.geopie or
‘irom  the Congress’ of the
"United =rates, that it could ad-
{versely affect our foreign pol-
liey and our foreign affairs.” -
“Up to the present time”
~that has not happened, said;
‘ Rogers, but “the President: is)
certainly correct that if we, axe'
-oxmly obsessed with the. mat-|
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“comparativelv optimistic view
of the gituation in Indochina.
“{JAm  encourage, Dperson-
‘ally,” said Rogers, by the be.
lief that the North Vietnamese
have'decided not to muke ma-
jor m;lnar_v eflorts in-Scuth
Victlfam.’" *
=2 Nogth Vietnam, . however,
has yet to comply with all the
‘terms of the Jan. 27 ceasé-five
agreement, including “an obli-
aation to withdraw” its froops
{from Laos -and Cambodia, be
“xaid
: ‘Wmhave
jetnamese”  said
‘we are not about to
o any final aoreement
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® There is “growing aware-
|n9-s” that the situation in tha
{ Middle East is unslanle and
muuld be dangerous” with only
'the existing Arab-Isracli cease-
ifire. Blowing up' planes and
imachine-gunning diplomats is
Ceidiotie”  and - *somewhere
iloug the line the voide of rea-
‘son” must begin to produce a
| settlement, hv‘ ‘rtowx s offered
‘no sign of specific encourage-
ment’
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