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~ No Political Background

Neither Mr. Ziegler nor Gen-
eral Haig nor Mr. Kissinger hasi
any political background, haw-
ever, and Republican profes-
sfonals are unhappy at their|
apparent hegemony. Many . of!
the professionals believe; that
Watergate was brought on in
part by White House “amateur-
ism.” i .

The staff’s lack of political
seasoning was supposedly to
have been corrected, by the ar-
rival of former Defense Secre-
tary Melvin R. Laird, former
Gov. John B. Connally of Texas|
and Bryce N. Harlow, probably
Washington's most experienced
liaison man between the execu-
tive and legislative branches.

But they have not been able
to break into the inner, circle.

Mr. Connally has agreed not

to quit immediately, as he had
threatened. But he still spends
more time 'in his Mayflower
Hotel room, informed sources
report, ~ than at the White
House. He will be gone before
the end of the year. .
. Mr. Harlow is just getting
started. But even when he hits
his: stride, it does not appear
that he will play a major role.
One White House source ex-
plains that “Bryce says ‘no’
more often than the President
likes to hear that word.”

As for Mr. Laird, 'a former
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White House Aimed |
At Church Leacle?rs

The leaders of every Prot-
estant denomination in the
country have been treated as
“enemies” by the White House|-
for the last three years, one of

" those leaders contended yes-
terday. ’ ‘

The contention was made by!
the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson
Blake, retired general secre-
tary of the World Council of
Churches and former chief ex-
ecutive officer of the United
Presbyterian Church, o

Preaching at the Fifth Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church at
55th Street, Dr. Blake said the|
White House doors had been
shut to “main line” churches
since 1970, and “our leader-
ship in the churches attacked
openly and doubtless covertly
as well.”

"~ Dr. Blake maintained that
the basis of the Nixon Admin-
istration’s  antipathy toward
most of the nation’s top: reli-
gious leaders was their opposi-
tion to the war in Vietnam.
% And the major church groups
were unable to be a positive!
and effective force for peace
and justice, he said, because
- Government propaganda had
persuaded churchgoers that
..Vietnam was a political matter.
Dr. Blake told the congrega-

"you believe that the church
should stay out of politics.” He

-~ added: i :
“That is, of course, the posi-

tries of both left and right. But|
in our best American tradition, |+
the churches must be kept Tree
to witness to right and wrong,
however unpopular that witness
may be.” . *
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