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Execut:ve Privilege" C tted

White House Blocks GAC

Washington

The White House in-
voked executlve privilege
to block an inspection of
tax-paid flights by admm-
1strat10n off1c1als -Gy

campalgn a House's
committee Iearned yequr-
day. it

Counsel to the p1e51dent
John W. Dean III held last
November 20 that the pas-
senger lists and flight 1ogs in
question”-were “‘personal to
the president and thus not
the proper subject of con-
gressional inquiry.”

Officials of the General
Accounting Office, Congress’
watchdog agency, said it
was the first time that the.
privilege doctrine had been
used, at least ““in the recent
past, » g ~deny information
to GAQ mvestlgators X
CITED
‘the episode at
of hearing on
M‘vaﬂege by the

'?ﬁce GAO general
counse,leaul G. Dembling
Sald hls agency had tried to

ése, Md., including
esident’s plane, Air

In a letter to Pre51dent

“House deemed

- logs on file at the

Nixon’s chief of staff, H. R.
Haldeman, last October 31,
Comptroller General Elmer
B. Staats, the head of GAO,
saud h1s agency had- been

dent and his family, the"\f‘lcef"‘f
| executive

President, White House staff
members and Cabinet mem-
bers. o
EXTENT

Staats said the GAOQ also
wanted to determine ‘‘the

extent” to which the Gov- !

ernment had been reim-
bursed for those flights by
the Committee for the Re-
election of the President.

In that fashion, GAQ offi-
clals said yesterda ;;d;hey
might have been ab! :
termine what trips the’ h1te
“political”

ered proiierly chargea
the taxpayers
Accordmg to Dembling,
the comptroller genéral’s re-
quest for access to the pas-
senger manifests at

House went unanswere
til after Election Day.

Replying for Haldeman on
November 20, White House
counsel Dean wrote that “in-

formation of this natlgre has

traditionally been ‘consid-
ered personal' to the Pres-
dent” and could not be re-
viewed.

“All pohtmal ihdhts made ||

during September > Dean
added, ‘“‘were billed to the
Committee to Re-elect the
President and that data will,
of course, bereflected in'the
commlttees fmancml Te-

_ ports.”

In his policy statement one

privilege:” last .
month, Mr. Nixon said; he .
had no intention of usmgthe
doctrine ‘‘as a shield to pre-
vent embarrassing informa-
tion from being made avail-
able ” o6y
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