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. The Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, in its section on
“tournaments,” is perhaps
as enlightening a source
as any on why, in the
bresent joust between the
White House and the leg-
islature, so little money is
being puton Congress.
The Britannica tells us of
the knightly ritual on the
eve of the meeting. The new-
ly dubbed
knight spends
the night in
the chapel,
his weapons
on the altar.
. In the morn-
Ing, there is the caparison
.of the horse, the polishing of
the armor, the donning of it
piece by piece, the visor,
the lance rest, the greaves.
The squires wearing the
knight's device study the or-

FEB 19 1973
8 San Francisce Chronicle %% Mon, Feb. 19,1973

der of hattle. The call goes
out for the trumpeter to an-
nounce the opening of the
engagement.

Except that when the
trumpet sounds on Capitol
Hill, it’s often for milk and
cookies. Just as all is in
readiness for the big clash,
time out is called. Congress
gets down from its horse, re-
moves its armor, puts it
back in the armory and pre-

_pares to go home to see the

folks gnd tell them what it’s
been doing.

Adversary

The adversary in the
White House, of course, ney-
er gets off his horse, He is
always battle-ready. Wher-
ever he goes, to San Cle-
mente, to Key Biscayne, the
White House goes with him.
If he wishes to talk to the
country, he raises a hand for
four networks to convene

Congress clattered into
town on January 3, fire in its
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eye and on its tongue. It
was, according to the Con-

gressional Quarterly, one of -

its chief chroniclers, “in a
defiant mood.” But 23 meet-
ings later, it was in recess.

There has been much
snorting and posturing in
those tirst days. The Christ-
mas bombing still hung on
the air, and there was rage
under the dome, and high
talk. If the President didn’t

end the war, Congress

would.

But not right away, of
course. They could hardly
do anything before the inay-
guration, ecould they?

His Plans

The President .ignored
them, went forward with his
plans and, when it suited
him, dispatched his squire.
Henry Kissinger, to Paris to
make peace. Considerablv
deflated, the knights turned

their attention to the budget.

“He can't do this to us,” the
fumed. : .
In the debate over the con-
firmation of Caspar W;
Weinberger, the President’s
cheese-paring choice for sec-
retary of HEW, the agency
that takes bhaskets to the vil-
lagers, Senator Harold
Hughes (Dem-Towa) piec-
tured the problem vividly.
“When they say to the

- people that we cannot afford

to do anything for the ones
who must rely on them-
selves, they are talking
about the aged, the little old
lady sitting in aroom some-
where and eating boiled
eggs for lunch . . . the chil-
dren of the country, the poor,
the disabled, the alecoholic
and the drug addict. These
are the people that this ad-
ministration thinks are con-
tributing to the inflation and
the spending.”

But only ten senators. in-
cluding  Hughes,
against Weinberger, bhe-

voted

cause, as Senator Jacob

Javits (Rep-N.Y.) put it,
“We ought, if we can, fo
give the President those he
wants for his eabinet.”

- You never hear anyone

saying that the President
ought to yield to Congres-
sional wishes, or that it is
impolite or discourteous of
him to impound funds they
‘have appropriated or to
slash- programs’ they have
voted. ,

Institution

The President is a popular
institution  these d ays,
whether the holder of it is
personally popular or not.
Richard Nixon understood
that very well ‘when in the

- recent campaign he ran as

an office, not as a man.
Mostly because of the war,

 Congress has the image of a

(dithering, nattering assem-

“'blage of anxious conform-

ists, snarled in protocol
and haunted by what the

nm.mmge.m will say.

Actually, it is one of the
functions of the President to
explain himself, 'to define
the country’s actions

But this President spends
less time explaining himself

1than any in recent memory,

and Congress.

After the Lincoln Day rhet-
oric of the Republicans,
there will be another rhetor-
ical interlude for the Demo-
crats’ Jefferson-Jackson
Day, and that will be fol-
lowed by an Easter recess.

Congress spends an inordi-
nate amount of time getting
on and off its horse. Maybe
If it would just sit through
the winter and spring like a
state legislature and spend
more time acting, it would
in time acquire the momen-
lum, cunning and vigilance
to give the President the
sense that he has formidable
opposition in a tournament
that has yet to be joined.
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