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Legal Assistance

~Aides

By Tim Findley

Antipoverty programs
in this region were given
another blow yesterday
with announcement of the
firing of the top two ad-
ministrators of legal as-
sistance programs.

The terminations of Legal
Services Director Tom Mack
and Deputy Director H. Tim
Hoffman were the first such
regional actions taken as
part of the proposed disman-
tling of the Federal Office of
Eeonomic Opportunity. Like
his counterparts in all other
Federal regions, Mack had
heen stripped of all practical
authority since January 31.

Mack and Hoffman over-
saw administration of $11
million a year in Federal
funds for legal assistance {o
the poor in California, Neva-
da, Arizona, Hawaii and Mi-
cronesia — about $10 million
of that going to California
alone,

CLASHES

In the three years the two
have been in the San Fran-
cisco headquarters of the re
glon, a few 'of the 35 legal
assistance programs in Cali-
fornia have been under fire
from Governor Ronald Rea-
gan -- notably California
Rural Legal Assistance.

But antipoverty officials
here and in Washington did
not offer that or any other
reason for the firing of Mack
and Hoffman at 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

The two said vesterday
they were called into OEO
Regional Director Tom Mer-
cer’s office, given their
walking papers authorized
in Washington and told to
clean out their desks by 5
pm. A custodian followed
behind them to change the
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locks on their offices.
FUTURE

While their firing did not
mean an immediate end to
legal services for the poor in
this region. the future of
those programs seemed in
serious’ doubt yesterday

President Nixon’s 1974
budget proposals eliminate
the Office of Economic Op-
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portunity, ending altogether
some of the antipoverty
programs and transferring
others fo other agencies.
Money is allocated for a le-
gal services program, but
wihat agency will administer
that money has not been
made clear.

Howard Phillips. chosen
by the President t0 oversee
the dismantling of OEQ, be-
gan his duties hy saying it
was founded on a “Marxist
notion,” and leveled his big-
gest complaints at poverty
lawyers who he said operat-
ed for “political ends.” Phil-
lips cited charges that pov-
erty lawyers ‘‘have been dis-
tributing radical literature
in the prisons.”

ACTION

Phillips then put legal as-
sistance and other poverty
programs under his direct
control, ordering that as
their funds ran out, they
could apply for new financ-
ing to cover a period of only
30 days.

Stewart said at least fwo
programs, those in Bakers-
field and San Diego, will
have to shut down at the end
of this month and that pro-
grams in Los Angeles are al-
ready closing up.

“What all this amounts to
is conscious harassment of
legal assistance programs,
and they know it,” Mack
said sharply yesterday.

Hoffman also charged that
he had been fired because of
his activities as president of
local 3009 of the American
Federation of Government
Employees. His union has
passed a censure resolution
against Phillips for his state-
ments about the old OEO
and is threatening alawsuit
to protect jobs of OEO work-
ers who are not protected by
civil service regulations.



