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Nixon's policy bold but not the way to reconciliation

WASHINGTON—A lot of people around
here have been wondering about Presi-
dent Nixon’s mood as he goes into his
second term, and now we have a few

hints from the President himself. The
man is fighting mad. He has his second
term and his settlement in Vietnam, and
he has come out of his struggles with all
his grievances intact. If anything, he is
more combative and energetic than ever
before, and he seems determined to re-
form everything and everybody but him-
self.

-

Sending a Emmmnm.m

George Wallace used to urge the
American people to “send a message to
those guys in Washington,” but now it is
the Prasident, who apparently heard the
Waliace message, who is sending a mes-
sage back to the people, the Congress,
and his crities,

“Shape up,” he says, with all the sub-
tlety of a sergeant major. Get to work.
Don’t ask what the nation can do for
you, or even what you can do for the
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nation, but what you can do for yourseif.
His budget, his remarks about the Con-
gress, his defense of the bombing in the
last weeks, of the war, and his claims for
the :wmmom: are not appeals for recon-
ciliation but defiant declarations of war.
The second term was going to be “‘ex-
citing,” he promised, and that may be
the understatement of the new year.

A revealing document

The text of his last news conference is
a revealing document. The tone is that
of a man who has won a great political
victory and settled a war nobody else
could end, and now he is not going to be
crossed by all those vicious grumblers
who abandoned him in the struggle and
didn’t even have the grace to admit he
was right all along.

When he was asked whether he had
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Final paragraph, WYTimes 2 Feb 73, filed Nixon: HNr, liixon's assumptions seen
right on these uworal questions all along
Also, that he has a mandate from the people for all his policies - never mind

anything in mind “to help heal the
wounds in this country,” he took a
somewhat different line from Mr. Lin-
coln, and answered with malice toward
some and charity only for his support-
ers.

“Well,” he said, “it takes two to heal
wounds, and I must say, when I see that
the most vigorous criticism—or shall we
say the least pleasure out of the peace
agreement comes from those who were
the most outspoken advocates of peace
at any price—it makes one realize
whether some want the wounds healed.
We do.”

Nixon did recognize that maybe the
Congress had a problem getting informa-
tion from the executive if his officials
misused the device of executive privilege
and refused to testify on Capitol Hill.
Right to impound

Here he was cautious and agreed to
think about the problem and make a
considered statement on it later, but he
asserted his right to impound funds vot-
ed by an irresponsible Congress, and his
remarks about granting amnesty fo
those who had refused to serve in the
war left no room for compromise now
or later on.

The amnesty question didn’t ask him
whether he was considering such a poli-
¢y now but “down the road much far-
ther.”

“Amnesty means forgiveness,” e
said. “We cannot provide forgiveness for
them. Those who served paid their price.
Those who deserted must pay their
price, and the price is not a junket in
the Peace Corps or something like that,

to be not only that he has been ..
but that there was little or nothing to be said on the other side.

s R
1Y

as some have suggested. The price is a |
criminal penalty for disobeying the-laws
of the United States to return ta, the

United States, they must pay the-pen--
alty. If they don’t want to return,.they..
are certainly welcome to stay in any:
country that welcomes them . . Muicraes

Divides the nation

Many things might be said about this.
First, amnesty is a very hard question,
that clearly divides the nation, buf, am-*
nesty does not mean forgiveness. It
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comes from the same root as amnésia. It,
is an act of “forgetting” past acts. Sec-
ond, he left himself no out for the future.
and even rejected the compromise of
nonmilitary service. Third, it drama-.
tized, like the savage bombing of North
Vietnam, and some of his stiff budgets
on many social programs, an insensitiv-
ity to people in trouble, if not an actual
strain of cruelty. e

“Certainly,” he said, “I have sympa-
thy for any individual who has mnifde a
mistake. We have all made mistake
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But also, it is a rule of life, we all Have
to pay for our mistakes.” This is odd
coming from a man who has certainly
made his share of mistakes, but~has
somehow managed over a long and re-
markable career to be rewdrded ‘r4ther”
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than punished for many of them. ~ .
Too often lately

Maybe all this merely indicates, the
exuberance of the election and the Viet-
nam settlement, or one of the dangers: of.-
the open news conference —that some:
times it brings delicate questions to the-
fore at an awkward time—but this_ sort
of thing has happened too often lately to

be regarded as an accident. fEEL e
©, 1973, New York Times News Service ,

the help he got from George lcGovern

or the fact that the Democrats were re-elected as the Congressional majority - and that he intends to push them

through. It is e

bold policy, but it is certainly.not the way to reconciliation.



