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When we met here four years ago, America was bleak
in spirit, devressed by the prospect of seemingly endless
war abroad and of destructive conflict at home.

4s we meel here today. we stand on the thresholdofa
new era of peace in the world. o ‘ _

The central question before us is: How shall we use
that peace? | , »

Let us resolve that this era we are about to enter will

not be what other postwar pe iods have been: a time "of.

retreat and isolation that lead tag

eserving
able in

solve to
ade. Tet us
r n hostility which have
divided  the world. and to' _in"their place bridges of
understanding — so that despite profeund differences be-
tween systems of govermmenl, the peopie of the world can
be friends. S

Ter ws build a structure of peace inthe world in which
«#ek are as safe as the strong - in which eazch res-
j it e neht of the other 1+ live by a different systern —
§ 1 which @ ose who would influence others will do so by the
otrength of :hejr ideas. not by the force of their arms.

LET US ACCEPT that high responsibility not as a bur-

ig
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) @l - glardly hecause the chatce to build such a
blest endeuvor a people can engage in; gladly
oniv iFwe act greatly in meeting our responsi-
il we remain a greal nation, and only if
Umatios wwe act greatly In meeting our
i €.
have the annee today to do move than ever befire
e setier in America - to ensure better educa-

. hetfer housig, better transportation, a

les miore fivable - to ensure-the God-given
American to full and equal opportunity.
Rena the range of out needs is so great — because
the reach of our opportunities is so great - let us be bold in
onr determinaiion to meet these needs in new ways.

Just as building a structure of peace abroad has ro-
cuired tirning away {Tom old policies that failed._so buiid-
ing a new era of progress at hvmne requires turning away
from old petictes that “atied.

ABROAD, THE SHIFT fro:n old policies to new has fi.:,
heen a relies fromonl cespuisibilitior Murl k Beslerway e
peace.

At home, the shift from old policies to new will not be a
retreat from our responsibilities, but a betfer way to prog
ress. :
‘ Abroad and at home, the key to these new px hicies lics
in the placing and the division of responsibility. We hive
lived too long with the consequences of gttempting to gain-
er all -power and responsibility to Washington.
© Abroad and at home. the time has come toturn away

In qur own lives, let each of s ask —not ji i
. W ¢ ask —not just what wi
government do for me, but what canIdo fogtfgyseg? abwil
. als}: THEM(T{ALLENGES we face together, let each of
ge—.’&, not just how can government help but howeanl
Your national government has a vi '
. . great and vital
p_l_.:z;«,T 1 plnge to you that where this government m
act, ‘we will aci boldly and lead boldly. But. just s imigog.. |




THIS WAS THE SETTING AT
- Flags flew at half-

every one of u
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an individual and as a member of his own community.
From this day forward, let each of us make a commit-

ment in his own heart; to bear his responsibility, to do mi ‘

part, to live his ideals — so that together, we can seé the
dawn of @ new age of progress for America, and together,

‘

as we celebrate our 200th. anniversary as a nation, we can |

do so proud in the fulfillment of our pmm.\ee to ourse‘lves

_and ‘to-the world.

AS America’s longest and most difﬂcult war comes to
d. let us again learn to debate eur (hffere_nces with
~and decency. And le; each of us reach outforthat
cious guality government cannot provide—a new
of respect for the rights and feelings of one andther
§0r‘ the individual human drgnitwch is the cherlahed
1t of ever) American,

<

ALL FL&L, the- time has come for hﬁ- .&mem-
w our faith in ourselves R
ent years, thatfaith has Mdn!llmged :
ildren have been taught to ’be ashamad bf their
amed of their parents, ashamedof tica’s

& and of its role in the world. ;
we have been beset by thoss w‘!&oﬁnd
wih Ameriea and very little nght ‘with
dent that theirs will not be the judgment
hese remarkable txmes in whmh wem pnv1~

1d in this centuryh&s been mpmueled
istory for its responsihility, for mwmr
ity and for its progress.

e pxond that our system has m‘ovxded n;ore
nd . more abundance, Vwre widely sharerl than
in the ‘history of man.

Let us be proud that in each of the four warsmwluch
have been engaged. including the one we are now bring.
ng to zn'end, we have fought not for selfish advantage, but
o help others remst aggression.

ROUD that by our bold. new initiatives,
tness for peace with honor, we have
gh toward creating in the world what
ad before — a structure of peace that
Iy for our time, but through the genera-

‘king here todav on an era that presents
as those any nation, or any generation,

ver to God, to historv, and to our con-
v in which we use these years.

this place. so hallowed by history, I think
ave stood here before me. I thiuk of the
: “had for America and I think of how each
rec gnized that he heeded help far beyond hinfself in ovder
to make those dreams come true.

~Taday 1 ask your prayers that in the years ahead 1
may have God's help in making decisions that are right for
America and I pray for vour helpso that togetherwe may
be worthy of our challenge.

Let us pledge together to ma‘r\e these next four years
the best four years in America’s history, so that on.its 2001h
birthday America will be as young and as vital as when it
began, and as bright a beacon of hope to the world.

- Let us go forward from here confident in hope, strung
in our faith in-one apother. sustainsd by our faithin (md
who created us, and striving always to serve His purposes.

tAs I stand in this place so hallowed by histery I think

of others who have stood here before-me-1 think of the
dreams™ d-for America, -and-¥ think-of Tow et h

recognized that he 1 ~help). far beyonid himself in ovdc
to make those dreams.come. trie<=..__

.~ =Today, 1 ask your prayers that m\th\\ge“\af\s ahead 1
'may haVe God’s~ elp in making decisions thatvare right
for A -agnd 1 pray for your help so that togethex we

ngay be-wortliysof -our challenge.
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