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HE NIXON Administration, while

promising the Indians more authority
over their own affairs, has worked secret- . .

ly to keep them subjugated.
We have dug out the evidence from

thousands of documents; whicli the Indi- - g
ans stripped from government hles and. .

turned over to us.

Indian Commissioner Louis Bruce
tried, the documents show, to fulfill the
promises made to the Indians. But almost
invariably, he was overruled by Assistant
Interior Secretary - Harrison Loesch who
finessed the Indians and favored their ex-
ploiters.

Last week, President Nixon accepted
the resignations of both men. The Presi-
dent praised Loesch but offered not a
word of appreciation for Bruce.

Apparently the commissioner, himself

‘a Mohawk, made the mistake of taking

the President at his word in 1970 when he
promised the Indians a “policy of self-
detenmination.”
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BRUCE started setting goals for.the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs. In a Nov. 20,
1970 memo, he reported to then-Interior
Secretary. Walter Hickel:

“The primary emphasis by BIA in 1971
will be on asssting Indian tribesto gain a
greater degree of control over education-
al, economic and social deveopment on
their reservations. This is being achieved
by changing the BIA from a management
to a service-oriented organization.” . '

In the stilted language of government
communications, this ‘meant -the  BIA

he had already started to 1mplement the
Pregident’s declared policy.

“When tribes have expressed a de-
sire.” he stated ‘‘negotiations have taken
place to turn over the administration and

supervision - of BIA funded pro“ralms to
the tribes.” . -~ -

Such mdependence for the Indians, of
course, would be unpopular with the real
estate, lumber and other interests that
have encr oached on Indian water and land
rights.

“Indian fishing and huntm«ff treaty

rights have been ignored- too 10110’ de-
clared Bruce. “Indian people have been
hardssed when they attempted to exercise
their treaty . .. rights.” Under his re-
gime, the commissioner vowed, “neces-
sary action will be taken to honor the
treaty rights guaranteed in negotiations
which took place over 100 years ago.””
* *x K :
% ALLUDED to the administration’s
practice of putting commercial in-

) teles*s ahead of Indian rights, referring

to this cautiously as “confhcts of 1nte1est
—within the federal government.”
“Legislation has been requested,” he.
wrote, “‘to establish an Indian Trust Coun-
cil Authority to assist the Indian people in
defenise of their natural resource rights.

- Approval of this legislation would help to

eliminate the conflicts of interest, which-
presently exist within the federal govern-
ment concerning the development and
protection of Indian natural resources.” ~

This seemed to be precisely the kind of-

- program that the President had advocat-
should stop managing arid start serving .
the Indians. Bruce reported 1ndeed that ,

ed. But instead of supporting Bruce, the-
White House undermined him.



