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WHITE HOUSE ROLE
ON INDIAN SCORED

House Panel Talks Conduct|
‘Dictatorial Nonsence’

By WILLIAM M. BLAIR
' Speclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Dec. 4—The
White House was accused today
of Usurping the Congressionally
delegated authority of the Sec-
retary of the Interior as a
House panel opened an investi-
gation into the Indian takeover
-and ransacking of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs last menth.
The Congressional investi-
gators also said that it was
“dictatorial nonsense” for the
White House to hide behind
executive privilege by refusing
to permit White House a_1des to
testify on their role in the
handling of the Indian demon-
strators, .
Secretary of the Interior Rog-
ers C. B. Morton denied, how-
ever, that the White House had
taken matters out of his hands
and the hands of his staff. “Ber-
haps there were errors that I
made or my staff,” he said. But
he contended that the White
House became involved “to de-
velop a better negotiating
basis” with the Indians.
Further, he said, he had
sought to *avoid violence and
bloodshed at all costs.”
“I am thankful that the only
destruction was to physxca’}
things and not to human lives,

Mr. -Morton said.

. Background Presented

The first day of a scheduled
three-day hearing brought forth
a statement by Mr. Morton and
other Interior Department offi-
cials of events leading up to
and during the occupation of
the building from Nov. 2 to
Nov. 8 by 500 Indians. They
came on a self-styled Trail of
Broken Treaties to protest Gov-
ernment inaction to improve
Indian economic, social and
educational programs,

Representative Wayne N. As-
pinall, Democrat of Colorado,
the lame-duck chairman of the
House Interior Committee, criti-
cized the Government’s “‘will-
ingness to negotiate with some
[Indians] who had criminal
records.” He described the *““un-
lawful seizure” of the building
and ensuing thefts and “wanton
destruction” as “human mean-
ness at its worst.” " ‘

He disclosed that John W.|
Dean 3d, counsel to the Presi-
dent, had refused in a letter to
permit at least seven White
House staff members to appear
before the House Interior Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on In-
dian Affairs, Among these, he
said, were John D. Ehrlichman,
special assistant to the Presi.
dent for domestic affairs; Leon-
ard W. Garment, assistant to
the President for minority af-
fairs, and Bradford Patterson,
assistant to Mr. Garment, who
was a major figure in final
negotiations with the Indian
protesters,

The day’s testimony disclosed
that Department of Justice offi-
cials, including Attorney Gen-
eral Richard G. Kleindienst,
had pursued the obtaining of
court orders to evict the In-
dians after consultations be-
tween Secretary Morton and
the White House,

These consultations also pro-
duced the decision to withhold
any police action, which some
Interjor officials had advocated
from the start of the takeover,
pending legal actions. The In.
dians left after the United
States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia’ set Nov.
8, the day after Election Day,
as the deadline for evacuating
the building.

Assistant Secretary of the In-
terior Harrison E. Loesch, who
had ordered police action on the
first* day of the occupation,
called the “hard core” of the In-
diaq militants “professional rey-
olutionaries in the Indian busi-
ness” and said that these lead-
ers had “incited” the group with
a “mob spirit to confront, tq
fight” and to die if necessary.




