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to verbally stone
| LWASHINGTON — Now that the eam-
Daign is over, the White House is not
;ie‘tting up on George McGovern., He is,
150 goes the official line, not only mean
{@s well as smug but against Flag and
ftjbuntry s well as President. The official
e is set forth by one of Mr. Nixon’s
| dlies, Patrick J. Buchanan, in a special
-article written for the New York Times.
-If heralds a political season in which the
badly beaten McGovern will be propped
;b by the White House to serve as whip-
 Ping boy for the Democratic Party.

| +Buchanan called the McGovern cam-
paign “just about the dirtiest and mean-
est” in the nation’s history and buttress-
ies his thesis by listing all the harsh
things McGovern said ahout Nixon dur-
ing the campaign. '

S

>

! <The piece is an excellent job of what
. Professional campaigners call “negative
‘research”, a euphemism for keeping
iirtgack of all the dirty things the other
' fellow says about your man. “Negative
‘research” is g Necessary campaign
! hore, but it s a powerful Weapon only
Iwhen one side has slung @& lot of mud
;and the other side has not.
. «Unfortunately for Mr. Buchanan’s the-
sis, the 1972 campaign was not of that
kind. True, Mr. Nixon did not really
campaign, But Mr. Nixon’s surrogates
kept McGovern’s negative research staff
very busy indeed. Herewith, to straight-
en the record, is a small sample of
- - things  Republican campaigners said
1 about McGovern, It would be interesting
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ho in the White House entitled

1972

Sen. McGovern?

to know whether Buchanan would judge
them—as he judged McGovern’s state-
ments—*slanderous,” “malicious” and
“remorseless billingsgate.”

Vice President Spiro Agnew: “McGov-
ern advocates a philosophy of defeat and
self-hate . . . he possesses an incandes-
cent hunger for personal popularity . . .
his factional truncateq plans make him
popular with sectors of North Vietnam
society ... He is a politician of the
utmost expediency. You can’t believe
what he says ... McGovern is one of
the greatest frauds ever to be iconsidered
@ presidential candidate by a major
American party.”

Republican National Chairman Sen.
Robert Dole: “McGovern has engaged in
personal acts of questionable morality.”

Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird:
“McGovern’s proposed defense budget is
tantamount to a white flag of surrender
- - . He is @ spokesman for the enemy
- - . He stands for unconditional surren-
der . . . He would sell out to commun-
ism the small nations of the world.” )

McGovern is no saint. But what if
acolytes in the White House succeed
in persuading history that the Nixon
campaign of 1972 was without sin? The
slander and contumely which Mr. Nix-
on’s surrogates visiteg upon the char-
acter of George McGovern makes you
wonder how Buchanan feels entitled to
cast the first stone.



