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Brennan Choice Called Political Move

By PHILIP SHABECOFF
Special to the New York Timeg
WASHINGTON,: Nov. 30 —
Asked ;today “for reaction to
the :gppointmént of Peter J.
Brennan as Secretary of Labor,
the: president of a fairly liberal
AF.L-CILO. union replied:
“I'm like a man watching
his mother-in-law drive his new
Cadillac over a cliff. My feél-
ings-are mixed.” “Mixed” isthe
: ~ way many labor
officials seem to

For Mr. Nixon’s political ad-
visers believe they can consoli-
date and make permanent the
gains they achieved among
blue-collar workers in 1972,

- The hard-hats, the teamsters

and the longshoremen who vot-
ed for Mr. Nixon this month
were once part of the Demo-
cratic party’s coalition. Mr.
Nixon is trying to make this
part of the labor movement an
integral part of the Republican
constituency.

Ideological - divisions have
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feel - about ° the
-new. Labor' Secre-
tary.  Generally,

.- there is some grat-
ification'that the Department
of Labor will be headed by a
“union man. But there is also
disappointment and even shock
that- Président Nixon choose a
“hard-hat’! leader of what is
(conisidered’ the self-centered,
conservative wing of the labor
movement.”

From' ‘Mf. Nixon’s point of
view, Mr. Brennan, the presi-
dent of the New York Building
and :Censtruction Trades Coun-
cil, was an.sppropriate choice.
Construction  workers were
prominent among the blue-col-
lar yote that the President
pried ‘away from the Demo-
cratic party in his successful
bid for ‘re-election earlier this
month.’

»Political Strategy

Some liberal union leaders,
still bitter over what they re-
garded as-a sell-out to the Re-
publican party by conservative
labor officials during thé recent
campaign, referred to the ap-
pointment of Mr. Brennan as a
payoff for political services.

But, pbservers said, it would
be a mistake to regard the ap-
pointment as no more than a
reward for past services. Mr.
Breanan in" the Laho ‘Bepart-
ment représénts, they said, mot
the ‘celebration of past victories

long existed within the Amer-
ican trade union movement.
They are- divisions largely —
although not entirely — be-
tween craft unions and indus-
trial unions, with the industrial
unions generally more com-
mitted to government programs
for social and economic pro-
gress.
Divisions Exposed

Under the strang leadership
of George Meany, president
of the American Federation of
Labor and Congress of Indus-
trial Organizations, these
divisions have, to a certain ex-
tent, been ameliorated. But Mr:
Nixon was able to expose. and
exploit these divisions and tg
pry loose a substantial frag-
ment of labor support.

The result was that the mem-|,
ber unions of the A.F.L.-C.IO.
split sharply into pro-Nixon,
pro-McGovern and . neutralist
factions. e :

Some labor officials believe
that the appointment of Mr.
Brennan — who symbolizes the
hard-hat — will ‘drive a new
wedge into the fissures opened
within the labor movement by
the national elections this year.|

Mr. Brennan may come to
Washington genuinely seeking
to represent all of the labor
movement. But to at.least a
portion of organized labor, Mr.
Bremnan’s  outlook on ; social
issues is regarded as alien and

but’the continuation of a suc-
cessful political strategy.

distasteful.

Moreover, Mr. Brennan’s ap-I’

pointment will exacerbate the
existing alienation between or-
ganized labor and parts of the
civil rights movements, accord-
ing to comments from both
union and civil rights officials.

The construction trades, and

Mr. Brennan himself, have been
accused of excluding blacks and
other minority groups from jobs
within the relatively high-pay-'
ing construction industry.

Another complaint  being

made by labor officials is that
a union man serving as Sec-
retary of Labor in a Republican
Administration will limit the
ability of the A.F.L.-C.I.O. and
other labor
maintain an adversary role
and to press for effective legis-
lation and political action.

organizations to

On the other hand, union of-|

ficials agree that Mr. Brennan'
as Labor Secretary would be a
guarantee that the Nixon Ad-
ministration honors its cam-
paign pledge not to press for
any antilabor legislation. -

He would also be a Secretary

who could work in close™ rap-
port with Mr. Meany, who also
is a former building tradesman
from New York. Mr. Meany’si
relations with the outgoing Sec-
retary, James D. Hodgson, were
cool and, at times, barely cor-
rect.




