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Poll-Eleosion 4

SAN FRANCISCO AP ~President Nixonss viotofy wargin in. his home
state means the vobtors resicted ckanges thoy associated with Sen.
G@eorge MoCovorn, says Oalifornia Poll Dirccior Mervin Field.
$¢Thore has beon so ouoh sooial forment im the paat 10 years, the.
Tublie was not roady for more ohan 30y 29 Flold caild in an interview
Vodnesday. 9%In MeGovern, they saw an agont for change. He
represented change when the public rosimted it.rs '
~ President Nixon swept the state with 56 per sent of the vote,
compared with 42 per cent for MoGovern., Field had predioted & i4
yolnt margin for Nixon but said the idenfical spread in both cases
moans rothins, "
- %%ne of the biggest mistakes that could be mmde woul& bo for the
- média to say the poll predicted the oubeome, A1 it indicated was
~ there wore Bo chanses in the final days of the oampaign-no

last-oizute ovents,»» Pleld sadde
. %“That we s¢o 48 that as far as Oalifornia is oenoerns&, nothing
' mush kapponsd starting in October. The ebb and flow prior to that
etabilﬂzoa,’s he said, o ‘
Ho likened the oloction to & minth poll taken by ﬁha,votars

thamselves whish £ollemod the pattern of eisght polle his organization

took between August, 1971, ard Nov, 1 tnis year,
- %%I% was a presidentisl race ehar&cterize& more by cynisicm,
frustration ard fear end loos by enthusiscm and opbtimiss,»s he said.
“¢That we were getting in the polls was that the fear of MoGovern
was gregtor than the foolirgse of deprossion about Hixon s
 Pield £aid McGovernss surge in carly 1972 was duo ta other
Démooratis sandidates droppirns out. $81f the prizary had been held &
woek carlier, we probadly would have had a MoGovern landelide,ss he
8ald. . . '
¢But whon HsGovern went on pationwide televimien, Oaliforrnia voters
rcally saw him for the fira% $imo ard they said, ®Hold the phones, I
{ink 42 the primary ked. baen hal& & weak later, MeGovern would havm
logge e /



President mixon.sweyt the stato with 56 per cont &7 “ew ...
csompared with 42 por cont for MeGovern. Field had predicted & is
Point margin for Nixon but said the 1dentica1 spread in botk ceses
zeans nothing,

¢%0no of the bizgest mistakes that counld be made would be for the
 pddia to say the poll predicted the ouscomo, All 1t indlcated ws
there were no changes in the final days of the eampaignnmo
last-ninute events,ss Field saide .

$SThat we seo i thet as far as Oalitornia 18 conoornod, pothing

" pugh happened starting in Oatober. The ebb and flow prior %o that

eﬁabilzsea,:’ he s2id, : .

Ho likened the elestion to 2 ninth poll t&ken.bx tho votera p
theaselves which followed the pattorn of eight polls his organization
tock beitween Avgusd, 1971, ard Hove 1 this year..

- 8%I% was a presidentisl race chaxacterlze& more by cynioiam,
frustration and foar and less by onthuoiaon and optimicm,9s he said.
¢ ¢That we were getiing 4n the polls mas that the fear of MeGovern

was greater than the feelings of depression aboutd Iixon. s

Pi6ld 8a1d MoCovernss purge in early 1972 was due %o obher
Dé:séraﬁie cordidates dropping out, $8If the primary had boon held & o
woek ecarlier, we probadly would have had a MeGovern lan&mlide,v, he
8aid. ‘

¢¢But when McGovern went on nationwide televiaion, California voters

redlly saw him for the first time apd they said, ®Hold the phones, I

think 12 the primary had.béannhald & week later, MsGovern would have

loste oo o

Tleld naid the Demosratis natlonal conventlon was so visible on
nationwilo television that 4t gave the yubdlic a good loock at |
~ $tropresentative bloos who hadnst beon in the procesa, ®¢The greas
Dajority of American people conld not identify with those groups, ami
thay wers rore ropelled 4han abtroated do ! 2sCovorny o0 he patd. ¢The
Izagloeton affair just dug the holo 2 1iGtle doopor. s '
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