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How Ni-xon
- Took
'_', Atlanta

ATLANTA, Oct. 12—President Nixon
ik visit Atlanta this past week, he
fired it and turned it intd & stage
for national television.

Sfrally here was a masterpiece
political organization and propa-
ganda. The advance men had done
theig work well. School was out. Peach-
trea; Street was jammed with the

lunchtime crowd. There were high

ol bands by the dozen and Dixie-
land jazz by hairy young men in straw
boaters and red-and-white cam_‘lg-
stripe jackets, and the cops and politi-
cians said there were 750,000 people

along the President’s route, which was.

ite a mob even if you make allow-
;‘Eﬁ; for the weakness of political
arithmetic. )

But the President didn't ad ythe
peaple, That is old-fashioned j , He
spoke to a meeting of Republican
party leaders from the ‘South. and
piped his remarks down to the report-
ers in the basement. .

For this was a modern political
spectacular aimed primarily not at the
people of Atlanta, who were bit mctors
in the production, but at the party
workers and the evening television
shows, and it was wonderfully effec-
tive, ot

Are the American people apiitietic
abigut, this campaign? Well, an
ade to look enthusiastic. The pic-
. iyour television screen told the
stofyy, ‘or did they? Tons of colored
paper floated down on the President
and the vast crowd in glorious sun-

ATLANTA

shine, but this didn’t come from ador-
ing Republicans tearing up The Atlan-
ta Journal and tossing it out of the
skyscraper windows, .

It came mainly from giant machines
with spouts like sewer pipes that blew
literally tons of shredded paper off th
tops of the buildings in
Street and almost drowned t
didate and his lady when they

earranged spot between the:

nesBryant Building and the Regshioy
Hyatt House,

Nix Ad

So what? Anything wrong with this?
Nothing at all. The contrivances of
politics. are agaless
only point is' that political deception
is now being increasingly mechanized
by the computer and the telévision
camera, to which, lately, have 'been

added the shredder and the mechani-,

cal blower, and itawon’t hurt %ot if
you don’t believe | ing you see,
and don’t inhale.

The trouble is that these modern
political techniques are being used in
more devilish ways, not to spread the
truth but to suppress it, not to
streng the democratic process but
to distort"it, not to inform the people
on the Hakic questions of the election,
but to use the people as actors in
a play.

It is'not only that the arts of pub-
licity and advertising are being used
in politics—they always have been—
but that the blacker arts of espionage

and $abotage are now being er ed
to confuse the people and ha d
vilify:the opposition. Wla tos

This used to be common in the gut-
ter politics of the Democratic big city
machines. The new thing now is that
it is being organized and mechanized
by men in the service of the President
of the United States, and turned into
a form of political and psychological
warfare. 688

To see how the level of political
morals is declining, all you have to do
is go back to Richard Nixon's 1952
“Checkers” speech about his so-called
“secret fund.” “I have a theory,” he
said then, “that the best and only
answer t0 a smear or to an honest
misupderstanding of the facts is to
tell the truth. . . . I am sure that you
have read the charge that I, Senator
Nixon, took $18,000 from a group of
my supporters, Now was that wrong?”

He emphasized that this was a moral
and not a legal question. “Because,”
he said, “it isn’t a question of whether
it wag legal or fllegal. That, isn't
enough. The question is,ﬂijjg it
morally wrong?” T

But now, there are not only éharges
but evidence of vast sums of hundreds
of thousands of secret funds heing
passed through Mexico to the Repub-
lican National Committee, agents of
the committee burglarizing and bug-
ging the Democratic headquarters,
fake letters being written on Ed Mus-
kie'sstationery to make him look like
a bigot, strange telephone calls in
the middle of the night to white voters

shing them to vote Democratic be-

e the Democrats have b good
black people.
s is not just gutter s but
guerrilla war, and it is not Tong
but illegal. But President Ni does

not follow the principle of Senator
Nixon in the Checkers speech. And
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even when the Air Force bombs Hanoi
and blows up the French Mission in
Hanoi during what the President calls
a very delicate and critical stage in
the peace negotiations in Paris, the
people not only get no explanation
but a suggestion from the Secretary
of Defense that maybe North Vietna-
mese did it.

kAnd what's worse, these destructive
tactics are regarded by many le
as being “very clever” and nft a
single member of. the old "respeéﬁuble
Republican establishment” has asked
the President publicly to speak out
for the honor of the party and the
Republic,



