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A wife and a mother of
two American prisoners of
war traded beauty secrets
with a half dozen North Viet-
@amese women yesterday a
few hours before a ceremo-
ny in which the men were
released.

Olga Charles, wife of
Navy Lieutenant Norris
Charles, and Minnie Lee
Gartley, mother “of Navy

Lieutenant Markham Gart- ©
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beauty parlor for the occa-
sion,

The two American women
and a delegation of anti-
war activists had arrived
Saturday.

ALERT

Mrs. Charles’ hair was
only half dry when an air
raid alert sent everyone
down to a basement bunker.

No bhombs or shooting
were heard and no planes
came over the city, so the
women went hack upstairs.
(American pilots reportedly
were ordered to stay away
from the capital eity while
the prisoners and their rela-
tives are there.)

Mrs, Gartley said the
equipment in the beauty
parlor reminded her of
America in the 1940s.

The women were given a
tour of devastated huildings
in Hanoi's suhurbs, which
the North Vietnamese
guides said were bombed by
U.S. planes earlier this year.

About 20 local and foreign
reporiers trailed after the
Americans as they stumbled
over twisted courtyards and
hunks of broken concrefe
walls and roofs.

“What do you think of all

this?”” an Eastern European
journalist asked of Mrs.
Gertley, thrusting a micro-
phone in her face.

“1 hate to see destruction
like this whoever might do
it,” she replied, looking at a
row ‘of two-story buildings
the, North Vietnamese guide
said were workers’ homes,
bombed June 27.

The guide said 16 people
were killed and 27 wounded
by four 2000-pound bombs.

“To see these homes de-
stroyed so senselessly and
needlessly brings home the
horrors of war htat we are
protected from in America,
it is more than our feelings
and conseciousness can ab-
sorb,” Mrs. Gartley said.

‘TERRIBLE’

Mrs. Clark said, Il ister-
rible to see this destruc-
tien.”

At another area of wreck-
age that guides said were
workers’ homes bombed
July 4, Mrs. Gartley said:
“We thought we were pre-
pared for what we had to
gee, but we were not.”

The two women were also
taken to a hospital in Hanoi
that guides said had a wing
destroyed in a raid.

A doctor said 29 persons

had been admitted to the
hospital with woeunds suf-
fered in a bhombing atiack
near Hanoi late Saturday af-
ternoon — the same attack
that led tothe alert that sent
the two women to the bunk-
er in the basement of a Hoa
Binh Hotel. The doctor said
one of the patients died.

Both women were excited
to learn that their loved ones
had made the same four of
the bomb-damaged Tregions
the preévious day and were
in fact already unofficially
released and staying in Ha-
noi.

At a meeting with officials
Saturday evening, Mrs.
Charles was told her hus-
band had asked, whén he
learned of her arrivaliithe
North Vietnamese capital,
*Is she still skinny?”’

Both women were cau-
tioned by North Vietnamese
officials *4o show restraint
and coolness” duving the re-
lease ceremony, Mrs. Gart-
ley said. “They want to
make it a verv serious af-
fair,” she adder.

Mrs. Charles said she was
told to “be quiet and don’t
say anything and don’t touch
your hushand until after the
ceremony.”




