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Hanoi Shattering
Nixon’s Optimism
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PRESIDENT NIXON was optimistic un-
til a few weeks ago about achieving a
cease-fire in Vietnam before the Novem-
ber 7 election. Now he expects Hanoi to
step up the fighting as the election comes-
closer. : )
Intelligence reports suggest that fight-
ing on all fronts will be combined with
guerrilla activity in the rear to create tur-
moil in South Vietnam and to undermine
confidence in the Saigon government. But
the real Communist aim, in Mr. Nixon’s
opinion, is to give the American voters
the impression he can’t end the war.
From sources close to the President,
we have been told of his bitter disappoint-

ment over Hanoi’s refusal to accept a’

cease-fire. He has responded with cold-
war rhetoric, which he feels is the best
political defense against the expected
North Vietnamese offensive.
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HE STORY of his diplomatic - military

maneuvering to settle the war began
four years ago with his eampaign promise
of a “secret plan” to end the war, This
was greeted with derision by Democrats
and skepticism by others. But those privy
to the President’s strategy assure usthat
he not only had a “secret plan” but that it

has come close to succeeding.

) His “secret plan’ simply was to appeal
over Hanoi’s head to Moscow and Peking.
He hoped to sit down separately with Rus-
sian and Chinese leaders for .some
straight talk. He thought he could per-
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suade them that U.S. friendship could be
more valuable to them than Hanoi’s favor.

Without -the support of their two Com-
munist allies, Mr. Nixon figured, the

North Vietnamese would -be compelied to-

come to terms. :

Reaching Moscow and Peking took
longer and the diplomacy was more so-
phisticated than the President had antici-
pated. But a month ago, it looked as if the
scenario would turn out largely as he had
foreseen.

He pressed for a cease-fire and the re-

. lease of American-prisoners. In return, he

promised that the United States would
cease all military activity, withdraw from
Vietnam and leave it to the Vietnamese
ultimately to settle their own affairs.
v * % *

UBSEQUENTLY, the White House

learned that both Moscow and Peking
had advised Hanoi that Mr. Nixon would
be reelected and, therefore, that serious

negotiations should be resumed. This led-
to the secret talks between Henry Kis- .

singer and Le Duc Tho.

The word from Moscow and Peking
was so optimistic that the President felt
sure he would get a cease-fire.

President Nixon had expected to be

fable to tell the Republican Convention last

month how he had kept his end-the-war
pledge. Instead, he returned to cold-war
rhetoric in his acceptance speech, promis-
ing not-to “‘betray our allies’ nor to ‘‘stain
the honor of the United States.”
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