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Kleindienst KL By BRFN-
DAN RILEY
Aspociated Press Writer

STATFLINE, FNeve AP =-Ef-
fects of increased federsal anti-
crime grants in slashing the
country?’s crime rate are being
undercut in the nation’®s cour
rooms Attyoe Gens Richard
Xleindienst said Tuesdaye

Kleindienst, in his first public
speeck slnce being approved &s
attorney general three weeks
apo, sald, ‘‘The slowness of the
trial process 1s one of the wegk
links In the totel criminal Jjus-
tice system.?*

Fe called <for more Jjudge-
shivse and courtrooms along
with nuvdated court laws and
administration to insure defend-
ante get speedy trials.

¢$T+ does 1ittle good for us to
imyrove the efflciency of our
volice departments and to im-
prove the rehatilitation of pris-
oners 1f the whole system bogs
down in in the middle,®® said
Kleindienst.

The attorney general said
¢‘interminable collateral at-
tacks *? made possitle by npost-
trial wuse of federal writs of
habeas corypus forcing release
of nrisone;s ig one of the key
factors ‘‘that has slowed and
fruptrated the Jjustice process.??

Kleindienst urged the Nation-
al Association of Attorneys
General meeting here to sup-

ort a b1ll now before Congress

o limit such collateral attacks
to allepged violations of a con-
gtitutional right in courtroom
fact-findinge.

fWhile T recognize the place
of collaterel attack in the Jjudi-
cial wrocess, I do deplore the
use of it thdt has mushroomed
in the last 2n years,?®*® he sald.

Results of the post-trial re-
views by feleral courts are
that the trial gystem becomes
clogged an the *‘prisoner never
reaches the point of accepting
his own guilt so that he can be-
gin the process of rehabilita-
tion,??® said Kleindienst.

“¢rhug a device orlginelly in-
tended to insure Juetice is now
threatening a breakdown of Jus-
tice,?? he gaid.,

W eindienst noted that the
Justice Tepartmentss Law Fn-
forcement Assistance Adminis-
tration now allocates about 11
rer cent of its funds to pro-
grams Ffor imvroving the
courte—2a figure he gaid mag 20
as high as 2¢ ger cent of totel
grents in the future.
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T eindienst sald LEAA’S
budget swelled from $68 million
in Piscal 1969 to $85° million ap-
proyriated by Congress for fis-
eal 1973,

He pointed out that in 1968
the nation’s over-all crime rate
iumped 17 vper cent while in

971 it had tapered off to a §
ver cent increasee.

leindienst also said total
crime in six major UsS, citles-
Yew York, Cilcsgo, Los Ange-
les, FPhiladelrhia, Detroit and
Houston-has shown °‘an actual
decresse of 3 ver cent in the
last quarter of 19719 compared
to a 12 ver cent increase in the
first quarter of tre yeare.

The LFAA program is *‘heln-
ing mightily*? in producing that
drop in national crime rates, he
gsaid, but its continued success
recuires Iincressed state and
federal cooperation,

Kleindiens arrived at the
session late and had to cancel a
news conference, Immediately
after speakinge he Toarded a
helicopter and was whisked to
an airvort in Reno where he
anrﬁe& a plare for Washing-
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