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White House Says the Trip,
to Begin Today, Will Focus
on Econom{g, Problems
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KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., June
5—President Nixon is sending
Secretary of the Treasury John
B. Connally on a month-long
mission to some 15 nations on
three continents, starting to-
morrow, the White House an-
nounced today.

Mr. Connally’s mission is to
center on international eco-
nomic problems, according to
the White House press secre-
tary, Ronald L. Ziegler.

But he said Mr. Connally,
whose resignation from the
Cabinet was announced May
16, would also be able to
acquaint the foreign chiefs of
state and government with the
results of President Nixon's
meetings with Soviet leaders
in Moscow last month, which
resulted in a signed agreement
on the limitation of strategic
arms and in other accords.

Briefed for 2 Hours

President Nixon and Henry
A. Kissinger, his chief adviser
on foreign policy, briefed Mr:
Connally for nearly two hours
this afternoon on the high-
lights of the meetings in the
Soviet Union.

Mr. Ziegler noted that at|

the time of the announcement
of Mr. Connally’s resignation,
the President had indicated that
he would ask him to undertake
special missions on his behalf
and said that this would be
the first.
Mr. Connally’s long trip will
keep him away from the coun-
try during the crucial period of
maneuvering preceding the
Democratic National Conven-
tion. But Mr. Connally, still
nominally a Democrat, will be
back in time for the Democratic
jconvention, opening in Miami
|Beach on July 10, should he
|wish to attend it.

Mentioned as Candidate

The Republican National Con-
vention starts in Miami Beach
on Aug. 21 and Mr. Connally
has been mentioned as a pos-
'sible Vice Presidential running
mate for Mr. Nixon.
Mr. Nixon, Mr. Connally and
Mr. Kissinger met at the Presi-
dent’s Key Biscayne residence
where Mr. Nixon has been rest-
ing since last Friday after his
trip to Austria, the Soviet
Union, Iran and Poland.

Mr. Connally will go to six
South  American  countries,
starting with Venezuela, tomor-
row, then to Southeast Asia
and South Asia and Europe.
He is not expected to engage
in specific negotiations, though
Mr. Ziegler said that he would
Jlisten to the leaders he is to
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Mr. Connally’s tour of South
America will constitute the
highest-level United States mis-
sion to countries in the West-
ern Hemisphere since President
Nixon took office in 1969,

In addition to Venezuela, Mr.
Connally will fly to Colombia,
Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia and
Peru. Chile, whose Socialist
Government is at odds with the

the itinerary.

Mr. Ziegler, in explaining the
planned world tour, said that
President Nixon felt that the
mission would be “especially
timely” after Mr. Nixon’s meet-
ings in China and the Soviet
Union. He also said that Mr.
Connally’s talks were necessary
because of recent international
monetary  developments in
which Mr. Connally had been
closely involved as the Secre-

tary of the Treasury.




