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Bombing
Of North .
To Go On

United Press

Floresville; Tex.

. President Nixon said
last night that North
Vietnam would overrun
the South without fire-
power from U.S. ships
and planes. He pledged
not to step bombing and
shelling the North so
long as the Communists
continue their offensive.

“The North Vietnamese
are taking a very great
risk if they continue this
invasion of the South,”
Nixon said. “Ill just leave
it there and let them take
their choice.”

The remarks, following an
informal barbecue supper at
the ranch home of Treasury
Secretary John B. Connally,
were among the most hawk-
ish Mr. Nixon has made
since he began nis program
of troop withdrawals. from
Vietnam almost three years
ago.

“If the Unit=d States
leaves Vietnam and permits
a Communist takeover, the
office of the president will
lose respect and I'm not go-
ing to let that happen,” Mr.
Nixon said.

The dinner guests — 20
wealthy and politizally influ-
ential Texans — spontanen-
ously rose after Mr. Nixon's

* remarks and drank a toast
with French champagne “to
the courage of the Pres}-
dent.” :

MAY

OFFENSIVE

Mr. Nixon said intelli-

- gence reports from Vietnam

indicate that the North Viet-
namese offensive which be-
gan March 31 can be expect-
ed to continue for at least
another four or five weeks.
But the President said the
North Vietnamese “have ut-
terly failed in their efrorts to
rally the people of South
Vietnam to their cause.’”

Mr. Nixon predicted that
South Vietnamese ground
troops will be able to turn

back the offensive, “provids

ed the United States will
continue to provide the air
and sea power that we have
been providing.”

But he said an end to the

air and sea power “would -

See Back Page

mean, of course, a Commu-

nist takeover.”
Connally, the only Démo-
crat in Nixon’s Cabinet, in-

troduced ' the President ot

the lawn dinner on his Pi-
cosa Ranch as *‘as disci-
plined a man as I have ever
known, mentally and physi--
cally.’

GUESTS

The 200 invited guests,
who ate steaming platefuls
of barbecue beef, blackeyed
peas and corn on the cob un-
der a yellow striped tent,
were mostly conservative
Democrats who were sup-
porters of Connally the three
times he ran successfully for
Texas governor, and of for-
mer President Lyndon B.
Johnson.

The Texas trip empha-
sized Mr. NiXon's wish to
capture the state’s 26 clec-
toral votes at stake Novem-
ber 7. Also. Connally has
been mentioned as a re-
placement for Vice Presi-
dent Spiro T. Agnew on a
November GOP ticket with
Mr. Nixon. :

Nixon

a

Mr. Nixon showed anger

when he.mentioned criticism |

from some Democratic pres-
idential candidates and from
some parts of the news me-
dia against the renewed U.S.
hombing of North Vietnam.
“Instead of the critics crit-
icizing brave Americans
_flying dangerous missions
and hitting military targets
and military targets only,
they ought to direct some of
their criticism to the critics
who are keeping the war
going,”” Mr. Nixon said.
‘At one point, he told his
critics to “tell it to Hanoi.”
The guests — most of
whom were moneyed Tex-
ans who regularly contribute
to political candidates — ap-
plauded the President’s
stancl.
- In response to a guestion
of why he did not order
‘bombing raids on dams and
dikes in North Vietnam, Mr.
Nixon said they “would re-
sult in an enormous number
of civilian casulaties. That is
something that we want to
<avoid and it is something
.‘that is not needed.”

Connally had invited his |

‘uests to pepper Mr. Nixon
with questions in a format
reminiscent of a White
House news conference.

ANSWERS

Mr. Nixon also said: .

@ It is “just nonsense” to
say the Vietnam war is the
cause of social unrest and
other domestic problems.

@ Trade with the Sovietl
Union and Communist China
can be expected to start
slowly but will pick upin the
vears ahead.

e He disagrees with Demo-
cratic critics who call for
cuts in business tdx deduc
tions for depreciation and
reductions of the oil deple-
tion allowance. He said he

- elections,
* does not have a presidential

ce Choice

tavors *not only present de-
preciation rates; but going
further.”

e If Congress fails to ap-
prove his proposed moratg-
rium on new school ‘busing

orders ‘“the only response -

-we have left is to pursue a
constitutional amendment.’" .

DOERS

Frank A. Bennack Jr.,
publisher of the San Antonio
Light and one of the guests,
described those invited as
“doers—people who make
things  happen in business
and political circles, *‘Mr.
Nixon’s visit came six days
before the May 6 Texas pri-
mary, but was expected to
have little bearing on the
since the state

preference vote.

No Texas candidates were
invited, including Connally’s
younger brother Wayne, who
is running for lieutenant
governor.

Most of the crowd
swooped in over grazing
Santa Gertrudis catile and
landed in more than 20 air-
planes on Connally’s private
landing strip. The planes
ranged from a DC-3 to cor-
porate jets,

Mr. Nixon and his wife

. Pat came in a Marine“heli-

copter that landed in a cow
pasture, '

Yellow clirysanthemums
floated - in the ‘swimming
pool and the guests sipped
cocktails and strolled under
the spreading branches of
live oak trees around the
two-story “fjeldstone ' ranch
house. w
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President MNixon and Secretary Connally on the ranch Y



The guest list included H.
Ross Perot, Dallas computer
millionaire; George Chris-
tian, former White House
press secretary to President
Johnson; George Brown, a
wealthy oil driller; Bob Kle-
berg of the famed King
Ranch; banker Tom Frost
Jr.; industrialist H. B. Zach-
ary; and millionaire John
Murchison.

BAND
A strolling band of mari-

achi musicians played Mexi-
can tunes for the guests. An

American flag atop the
ranch house stood out stiffly
in a brisk breeze. It was a
warm night for the dinner.

““The secretary was pray-
ing for rainto help the crops
and Mrs. Connally was pray-
ing for sunshine for the par-
ty,” Mr. Nixon said after
Connally apologized for ia
few brown spots in the:pas-
ture caused by a lack of
rain. “It shows who has the
influence.”

The Nixons spent the night
at the ranch, sleeping inthe
Conrg#=;’ own bedroom.
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Mr. Nixon joked with mariachi musician Armando Castaneda while
Secretary Connally talked with Mrs. Nixon and Mrs. Connally
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A. Yietnamese father cradled his wounded child in
his arms as they waited treatment in Hue Saturday



