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Peace Talks 340

By DAVID MASON

Associlated Press Writer ) '
¢ BARIS AP = The chief of the UsSs dele;ﬂilop to the Vietnanm
peace talks revealed today that President Nixon made a secret

pzogosal to the Vietnamese Communists to resuwe the talks today.
' ine only response came in the form of a muphrooming invasion
'of the Republic of South Vietnam by Worth Vietnamese froopssss
Ambassador William J. Porter told &1 airport news conference
a8 he returned from ccnsui%atianw in the United States.

Hixon made his secret proposal “*through a private channels?
on April 1s Porter saids a&nd the Gommu st side recelved it
the next day. The proposal thus was made two days artsr ine
first effect of the blg North Vietnamese offensive below the
demilitarized zone was felt. The South Vietnamese on March 30
were driven from the first of the string of border bases they
J.On‘b.

Pgrter gave no clue to the 1uentity of the private channel
and did not explain why Nixon made his proposal in that fashion
“n& gsecretly. ;

he ambassador sa2id he thought it “‘useful?s to make o statement
to eclear away the rubblsh which bhas accumulated around the

P ris pesace tal?&.ﬁ’ It seemed 1ikely that his statement was

in reply to & French government statement Wiednesday urginb tha't

the peace talks be resuneﬁ promptlys a stetement that the State
,e“artwent said wag %% —51dea v w s bpecause iV picks up demands
"ef%%he North VnethHCﬂe and Viet Cong delegati

Porter recalled that on Jan., 85 Nixon and President Nguyen
Ven Thieu presented an eighi-point proposal ‘*wnlcn certaxnlv
c@nsbitutea g reasonable basis fer discussion and nepouianlon.”

He said the--Communists *fadamantly refused to examine with
us our proposals or those wnich they had previcusly presentea
themselves and which they had put forward in uvltimatum form :
on a take 1z-witq0ut ~ques tion basis. The only response we received
to our eight-point proposal wae & massive military buildup.?®?
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¢On lMarch 23,99 Porter continueds *%the South Vietnamese
and U.S8, delegations said that we would agree to fulure meetings -
1f the other side proposed specitic toples . . . related to
geacerL settlement, Ve also made it clear that if events
e 1t appear desirable, we ourselves would propose meetings.
low that was a 51noere gffort to vuu the talke on & business-like
basis,
-~ Porter said the North Vietnamese and the Viet bonv $¥rpised
tﬂe ery that we were sabotaging the negotiations,
‘Howe you czn sabotage qnvthLPﬂ which they never ner&imoea
to exist ie quite s questions?®? he cowwnntea.
#4T can revesl to you for the first times?? Porter went ons
“‘tnat after a thorough review of the situations President
Hixon personally dﬂrected that 2 message be sent through a private
chﬁnnei to the otber gide atatlng our willingness to resume
the Paris talks on April 18, The only reopomse to this overture
came in the form of & mushrooming invasion OL the fenunxlc (557
South Vietnam by mOrtn Vietnamese troops and the classic example
of prevarication in the Viet Cong statement thet no »ortn Vle namese
troops were involved in that m*litﬂvy operation.s? ‘
The U.S. diplomat recolled that the Communist side has since
said it wants more meetings of the peace talks,
e donet doubt it,99 Porter commenteds “but no one who is
faﬁillav with the history of the Paris talks can claim that
tue fact of having meetings is equivalent to the fact of negotiations.
. YIf there is a real desire to negotiate, the other sides
as we have told thems can ccmmunicaﬁe that to us through any
channel of their choos¢ng  They will find us ready and w¢lllnp
to, begin on that basis. Too muech time has been wasted here,
and thatss bad enoughs-but the thought of meetings at gunpoint
which would also waste time is even less acceptanle.”
rorter saiq, howevers that he expected to remain in Paris
‘for a while to give every possibility to a resumption of the
talks, assuming, or providings thai ﬁhe otmer 81&9 is reaav
to cooperateu’S
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