Hew

Urlesns States-Item

Viets Say-

4 - i}-’a 3 t
&

1._
1oar
o v

FEB 11 9’?2

Declined Talks:

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Noy:th Vietnamese documents
1ndncam Hanoi offered to send
Minister Xuan Thuy, its chief
negefiator, to a secret Paris
meekmg with Henry A. Kis-
singer last Nov. 20, but the
United States dechned hold-
ing “out for a hlgher-rankmg
Communist representative.

“No point would be served
by a3 meeting,” Washington is
said to have replied after a
sclieduled s e ssion between
KisSinger and Hanoi’s special
adviger, Le Duc Tho, fell
’dhmugh because Tho was tak-
en

The North Vletnamese ac-
count of the canceled session
differs markedly from one of-
feredby President Nixon in a
nationally broadecast address
on the Paris peace talks Jan.
25.

NIXO\J used the address to
unveil an eight-point peace of-
fer made to Hanoi in October,
and«fo disclose that K1551nger
his" foreign-affairs adviser,
had:met in secret 12 times in
Paris. with Thuy or Tho, or
. botlin an attempt to breathe
some life into the Vietnam
war talks.

Nixon said:

“On Oct. 11, T sent g pri-
vate'. commumc«atlon to the

orth:

tajmed~ new elements that
" could move negotiations for-

-ward, and urged a meeting on |

Nov. T"betwesi Dryi
.and Spe«cﬂl“"ﬁﬂ‘m
, or some Zoth {Propn
ate official from ‘Hanoi, =
“On Oct. 25, the North Viet-
namese ag‘refed to meet and
suggested Nov. 20.. On Nov.

«Vietnamese that con-.

Laos and Cambodia .. ”w, s
According to the docuthents
released in Paris yesterdag;
U.S. message of Nov. 19 5aid
Washington was  readyft6
meet with Tho, who i f a
member of the Pohhbﬂxm,g or
any other rerp'resent.atlveé of
the North Vietnamese political
leadership, togathx with Min-
ister Xuan Thuy, in ordéF to
brmg a rapid end to the*war
A X
Tt was at this point that the
whole secret negotiating proc-
ess in Paris broke dowhosThe
North Vietnamese have &t to
name an alternative datefor
Tho to meet with Kissinger.
SECRETARY of State Wil
liam P. Rogers was asked last
week why North Vietnam
failed to respond to the eight
point U.S. peace plan offered
last October. Rogers told a
foreign-policy conference he
thought Hamneci was trying to
drive a wedge between Ameri-
cans and dhelr government..
But Rogers did not expldin
why the United States fwguld
not negotiate with Thuy" on
Nov. 20. The White House in-
dicated it would be necessary
to talk to Tho to get recom-
mendations adopted by the po-
litical leadership in Hanoi.
However, Nixon said fivg-of
Kissinger’s 12 secret mee:tmgs
had been with Thuy alone..
State Department uoefﬁxmalls»

4 op
‘settlement could be con:

as a continuation of the
tiating dialogue betweenthe
two countries.

17, just three days before the |~

scheduled meeting, they said
Le Due Tho was ill. We of-
fered to meet as soon as Le
Duc Tho recovered, with him,
or immediately with any other
authorized leader who could
come from Hanoi.

w“TWO MONTHS have pass-
ed smce they called off that
meeting. The only reply to

our plan has been an increase -
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in ¥tkood infiltratigh Foom
North ' Vietnam ~and.$ Comiru-
nist military offensives in
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