NEW STATISTICS
ON J0BS PLANNED

189/, Fund Rise Is Asked for|

Collecting Better Figures
on Wages and Industry

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 24—
The Government is planning
to start' collecting new statis-
tics next year that will tell a
more” accurate’ and ~ detailed
story of how many people are
unemployed, which type of
workers are getting the big-
gest wage increases and what
industries are the main suorces
of inflation.

Over-all, funds for the col-
lection and analysis of statis-
tics are budgeted for a rise of
18 per cent in the coming fis-
cal year, one of the largest
percentage increases in the en-
tire budget. The actual dollar
amount of the rise is not large
as budget figures go, however
—a total of $43.2-million.

Most of the planned new
or improved statistical pro-
grams are in the economic
ipolicy area. :

Among those that are not is
a brand-new ‘“crime index,”
which will be based on a sam-
ple survey of households and
will ultimately tell, on a uni-
form, national basis, . how
many persons have been vic-
tims- of crime, what their typ-
ical losses were in the case of
thefts and other details about
icrime’s victims.
| Most of the new statistics
will not:.be ready for. publica-
‘tion for at.least- a year, and

. vey is taken.

‘many- will require even longer.
. The new and expanded eco-
nomiic tatistics include the fol-
jlowing programs:

QA test of the desirability of
making a mational survey of
unemployment every week in-
stead of nce a mnth. A weekly
survey would be aimed at elim-
inating aberrations that can oc-
cur in the monthly survey—for
example, when a holiday falls
in  the week in which the sur-

QThe. creation of a new price
index, to be called General Price
Index, would measure price

changes of all items that move
through the private economy.
N such measure exists now; the
Consymer Price Indev and
Wholesale Price Index are nar-
fower nad the measure of price.
changes known as the deflater
of the Gross National Product
is broader.

| gExpanded and improved
surveys of hours worked and
.-wages paid, by industry, to pro-
vide more such data in in-
dustries other than manufactur-
ing, and wages and ‘hours of
supervisory workers and those
not engaged in actual produc-
tion.

" gDevelopment of a new
Index of Wage-Rate Changes
that would give a clearer pic-
ture of real wage trends in the
economy, by eliminating the ef-
fects of overtime pay and siz-
able movements of workers be-
tween industries with substan-
tially different pay scales.

These improvements _in wage
statistics will “provide informa-
tion needed to guide economic
stabilization politics,” a spe-
cial budget analysis said.

To End Distortions

Other economic statistics
scheduled for improvement are
the figures on retail sales, on
inventories of all types and on
nonresidential construction,
particularly by state and local

governments. Improvements
that ‘would eliminate alleged
distortions in international
trade figures, by adding the
cost- of freight and transporta-
tion to imported products, are
also planned. .

Each of these areas is one
in which economics, in and out
of government, have long com-
plained of ‘the inadequacy of
the statistics.

As previously indicated, the
Government will also start col-
lecting information for its Con-
sumer Price Index on a more
current basis. At present, many
items are priced only quarterly
and others semiannually, . al-
though the index, which is sup-
posed to reflect up-to-date
price trends, is published
monthly. :

The new General Price Index,

already available, will ultimate-
ly make it possible to deter-
mine, by broad industrial cate-
gries, in- which industries price
increases are resulting from
wage increases, in which ones
they are resulting from lagging
productivity gains and in which
one they are resulting from
widened profit margins.

One of the more controversial
new statistical programs may
be planned weekly .survey of
unemployment, which would in-
volve adding 26,000 households
to the present momnthly sample
of 52,000.

Developing such a survey and
testing its validity compared
with the present monthly sur-
vey would cost an estimated
total of $8-million over three

coupled with other statistics

years, a very- large sum of

money for a statistical program.
It appeared likely that some
members of Congress would
feel that this money could be
better used for other statistical
programs, rather than merely to
smooth out occasional major
single-month aberrations in the
unemployment figures.




