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- WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Sen. Edmund 'S. Muskie
(D-Maine) said today Su-
preme Court nominee Wil-
liam H. Rehnquist “‘exalts
the powers of government
" over the rights and liberties
of the individual” and he will
vote " against his confirma-
tion.

Republican Sen. Edward
W. Brooke of Massachusetts
also announced last night

that he would vote agains’tf

Rehnquist.

Both Muskie and Brooke,

in challenging Rehnquist’s
civil rights record, empha-
sized that in a 1967 letter he
wrote “we are no more dedi-
cated to an integrated socie-
ty than we areto a segregat-
ed society.”
_“That is a stunning and
categorical rejection of the
whole tl&rust of the civil
rights movement,” Muskie
said. And Brooke said “he
found it difficult to accept
such a statement ‘‘ag befit-
ting a man to sit on the Su-
preme Court.”

Muskie said that Rehn-
quist, a top aide to Attorney
General John N. Mitchell, “is
not a judicial conservative at
all in the time-honored mean-
ing of the term.” e .

Rather, he said, Rehn-
quist’s views are “thos= of a
statist and authoritarian,” of
a man “who would reshape
the American Constitutional
system in the name of gov-
ernment efficiency despite
the cost in personal freedom
to his fellow citizens.”

Muskie, anundeclared con-
tender for 'the Democratic
presidential nomination, also
said that Rehnquist has
“fajled to demonstrate ‘a
commitment to fundamental

.-principles of equal protec-
~ ﬁon-” 3
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