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Silence Imposed

On China Trip

WASHINGTON ~ President
Nixon has imposed strict si-
lence throughout the govern-
ment on the subject of China.

He doesn’t want some windy
Colonel Blimp to sound off
against Red China and cause
the Chinese to cancel the trip.
The President fears the
Chinese, conditioned by dec-
ades of distrust of the outside
world, might take ‘some U.S.
official’s steam-blowing as the
official word from Washing-
ton. '

Indeed, this is the way Pe-
king sends out signals. A
statement by some minor
Chinese official is often in-
tended to let the world know
what the government is think-
ing.

THE PRESIDENT issued
the gag order through his na-
tional security
adviser, Hen-
ry Kissinger,
who passed
the word to
govern-
ment depart-
ments. They
were instruct-
ed not to talk
to ~newsmen
about China.
A n y official JAC

word, they were told, would
be-put out by the State De-
partment. o

++ The hardest to hush up-‘are
the military brass who are
grumbling that the Nixon ad-
ministration has sold out
Chiang Kai-shek.

To shut them up Defense
Secretary Mel Laird directed
his information chief, Asst.
Secretary Dan Henkin, to pre-
pare-an edict in language the

NDERSON

son creates 160 gallons of

waste a year.

brass would understand. The
edict, of course, was stamped
“For Official Use Only.”
“There will be no public or
press comment whatsoever,”
it declares, “by any Depart-
ment of Defense o fficials
on the subject of U.S.-Chinese
foreign policy matters, diplo-
matic relations or possible fu-
ture military relations. The

. Secretary of State has issued

the U.S. government’s policy
statement on the subject, and
it is the intention of the De-
partment of Defense that all

. public comment on the matter

be handled by appropriate De-
partment of State officials.”
THE STERN ORDER says
all queries from the press on
China must be “referred im-
mediately” to Henkin. He will
coordinate responses, “If any,
with the Department of

~State.” Any statements issued

by the Pentagon must be sani-
tized ““for consistency with the
Secretary of State’s policy
statement.”
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