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. TO TRANSFORM WARFARE CENTER: President
- .-at Fort Detrick, Md. He said seven buildings,
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ixon addressmg scientists, servicemen and others yesterday
formerly devoted te germ warfare, would be used for cancer study.

NixonCountingonConversionof Military Faciliti es |

Speclal to The New York Times
By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr.’
“FORT DETRICK, Md., Oct.
18—President Nixon expressed

the hope today that as the na-|

tion moved from a wartime to
a peacetime ‘era itcould con-
vert many of its military fa-
cilities “to meet pressing do-
mestic challenges.”

The President said that “cut-
backs in certain defense needs
have provided a considerable
supply of expertise and equip-

for nondefense purposes.”

He did not. specify how de-
fense-related facilities could
easily- be converted to ‘civilian|,
projects, but he expressed the
hope that “we can help ad-
vance important public goals
even as we alleviate the eco-
nomic burdens which threaten
idled workers and their fam-
ilies.”

Mr. Nixon’s comments came
|during ceremonies here at
‘which he formally announced
that the germ warfare center
at Fort Detrick, one of the na-
tion’s largest. Tesearch and de-
velopment facilities for biologi-
cal weapons, would be con-
verted into a major center for
cancer research.

In informal remarks to a
crowd. of servicemen, their
nd 5c1entxsts and Gov-
officials gathered at
this 'wes ern ' Maryland - -Army

base; Mr.-Nixon said:that sci-} «

enus_ts who worked ath Fort

vote themselves  “toward s
1r%g lafe,: rather than . destroyis
life.”
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‘lanticancer research. The White
house estimated today that the
facilities would employ more
than 600 persons when the pro-
|gram is operating at full cap
pacity, and would cost $15-
million, to $20-million annually
|to operate.

. The management of the ac-

ment which can now be . used!"

VIRGINIA
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ftual research will be subcon-

{but officials made it clear that
-jthe facilities would be designed
{to serve as a Yocal point for

O . MILES 30

jcancer research now being

The conversion of the baseﬂ
to peacetime medical research
had been urged on the President

: base, filled with millions of dol-

-{lars’

by Senator Charles McC Mathi-
as Jr., Maryland Republican be-
ginning in late 1969. That was
when Mr. Nixon announced
that offensive chemical and bi-
ological warfare research would
be ended by the United States
and its stockpiles of germ
weaponry destroyd.

Mr. Mathias, joined by Mary-
land’s other Republican Senator,
J. Glenn Beall, intensified his
efforts in January when the
President announced a concert-
ed effort to find a cure ,for
cancer and asked Congress!for
an ‘additional $100-million to
fmance the search.

CoIng Seven Buildings

Uhder ‘the transfer, seven
'buildings on the 1230—acre

worth -of sophisticated|,

glequipment for biological ' re-
- .search, will be converted to

|Congress .in May, shortly after

tracted to a private concern,

conducted across ‘the country
by ‘private scientists, Govern-
ment - personnel and 'university
researchers.

Mr. Nixon also took occasion
to lobby for legislation designed
t6 establish a cancer-cure pro-
gram reporting directly to the
President himself,

~Approved by Senate
The legislation was sent to

Congress approved Mr. Nixon’s
request for an extra $100-mil-
lion for cancer research, and
received Senate: approval on
July 7.

However, a House subcommi
tee approved a biil last Thurs-
day that would preserve the
existing National Cancer Insti-
tute within the National Insti-
tutes of Health,. rather than
creating & new agency as re-
quested by the:President.

“The action .of the Congress
in approving my $100-million
request for the cancer-cure pro-
gram was an 1'nportant step in

the campaign agamst cancer, 2

Mr. Nixon said.

(

“So was the vote of the Sen-

ate approving the conquest of
cancer act—which provides. for
an independently budgeted pro-
gram with the director, who is
responsible directly to the Pres-
ident. I again urge the House of
Representatives to act promptly
on this matter so that we can
get on with thlS

work.” .
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