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Agnew, in Singapore,Sayqu.S. Media
- Unintentionally Aid North Vietnamese

By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr.

Special to The New York Times

‘achieve a “public - relations
coup” just the same because

SINGAPORE, July 5—Vice|'s0 many of our people in the

President Agnew renewed his
criticism of the United States.
news media today, charging
them with unintentionally as-
sisting the North Vietnamese
by some aspects of their cov-
erage of the war in Indochina.

national media are too ready to
assist the North Vietnamese by
itheir overemphasis on what’s
taking place.”

“I don’t think they mean to

jassist them,” he went on, “but
we've gone through this ter-

rible introspective, almost mas-

(would be tempted to find in

favpr of publication because he
is in fact involved as a com-

‘|merical enterprise which would

benefit from the publication of
that information in a. com-
mercial sense.” :

In reviewing the objectives
of his tour, Mr, Agnew con
ceded that there were no seri
ous bilateral issues outstand:
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I alo sugpested that the ochistic twinge of conscience in 3o sy any nation on the

Elngléa E&?l?ca%%in o?ri%g?sgcrle? our country regarding the Viet- {itinerary hut that many of therr
Government documents and in- [I8M War wherﬁ' we 1301; Egé were nervous about the im-
adequate in their presentation |f2VOT on anything goo plications of the Nixon Doc

happens to the enemy. ine and about the “isolation

of the true aims of American |"@ . . . 1 :
foreign policy to American and |  An ‘Introspective Period ist attitude” represented by
7 some voices in Congress.

foreign audiences. The propriety of publishing : .
Mr. Agnew’s sharp words, de- governngenlt) d}gcumel;lts was | Part of the misunderstanding
livered in his customary low- |raised by Mr. Agnew himself |among foreign leaders about
key fashion, came in the midst |while answering a question on |Mr. Nixon’s true objectives
of a conversation here with a|\what he thought of recent ac- |2T0S€, Mr. Agnew suggested,
group of newsmen whom he||tions of the Singapore Govern- \rom the prominence given
<had invited to his suite to ex- ment, which has closed two

‘plain the essential purposes of|Ipapars and jailed the editors — +SOlationist" voices in the news media, which he
?1?;3 current 10-nation worldwide| /of* o third fo »;Hcriticizg/rllg‘ tthe. also accused of reporting incompletely Mr. Wixon's
Tip. Government of Prime Minister . " . . = ’

Apparently responding to||Lee Kuan Yew. ‘ i;orelgn policy as outlined in the State of World
some1 nev}zspalllpeg' and maggzglle Obliquely criftlicizing % Go}wll- Message. This policy, he insisted, included a
articles that had questioned the||ernment that only yester ay:he| .o BEC— ; s . . oot
diplomatic value of his trip,||had commended for its commit.| LiT0 commitment to maintain z'a.Ll of the United
%1'- Agnew describgd iﬁ as more| ment to democratic principles,| States' present treaty relationships,

an a routine goodwill mission| Mz, .Agnew said that. criticism ann - : ‘
and an effort to reassurel o government was ‘“healthy” Wi He El . e?sto PesSTUre ‘th?m, he said, that.the
friendly nations, especially;in| and . that he believed “very SEon dmlnls tration had b l;l’h@ll‘tiOﬂ of leaving a
tAhSia }imd th% Medii;f_;’m'anéaxg ‘filer_llﬂy‘ in '~ahf;;¢e press.” - Vacuun in Asia or the Middle East to permit

at the United States intended| " However, he said, the “blat- . -
to_remain a world power de-| ant'publication” of confidential subtle expans:;.ons . and some not so subtle - of
spite some “isolationist” voices| material was another matter the Commmist doetrine.”
in Washington. entirely. Mr. Agnew leaves tomorrow for visits to Kuwait,

Saudi Arabia and three African nations before

arriving in Spain on July 17.

. > Dot ‘Without directly mentioning
gricans Pa?lence Al JESHE | the publication ofy;he Pentagog
| gPHrning to Vietnam, Mr. Ag-||papers on the Vietnam war by
nw said he thought the pros:|iThe New York Times and other
pects for the survival of the||newspapers, Mr. Agnew- said:
‘(‘}overmnent” in Saigon were||*] don’t think it's up to any
very good,” but he said that||newspaper principal or any pri-
one major variable was the |vate citizen who is really to-
‘|patience of the American peo-'|tally ynbriefed on many of the
ple, which he considered might \mafters under consideration to
be eroded by narrow or incom- take it upon himself to decide
plete reporting of Communist that/to publish that information
successes on the battlefield 'would not harm the national
during the next few crucial interests. .
months. . & 20 “T dom’t see how he's.ifi a
The North Vietnamese} he position to make that judgment,
said, might easily launch a apd 1 think, moreover, that he
“high-risk, high-casualty effort” —
that “will unquestionablg—if
it’s successful regardless of ‘the
North Vietnamese casualties—
be played heavily as a failure
of the Vietnamization pro-
gram.”
Mr. Agnew said he thought
allied forces in Vietnam could
prevent a successful enemy at-|
‘tack “in a military sense” but
warned that the enemy might




