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WASHINGTON, May 13 —
Attorney General John N. Mit-
chell said today that some of
the leaders of last week’s' anti-
war protest had “Communist-
oriented or - related back-
grounds.” ’ L

Mr. Mitchell also said he had| -

“no doubt” that.some of -the
money that supported the anti-
war groups came from “Com-
munist sources.”

‘ The Attorney General made
these remarks at a breakfast
meeting with a small group of
reporters. Asked whether he
was speculating or knew the

protest groups were receivingl|
money from- Communists, he|

said, “of course we know'it.”
He did not disclose how this
was known,

Three days ago, Mr. Mitchell
likened some of the protesters
to Nazi brown shirts. If the
brown shirts “had been called
to account before they could
take over the Government,” he
declared, “the world might have
been spared a whole era’of
vio-lergge and misery.”

i

5 Suit I Filed

Shortly after the breakfast
today, a suit was filed in the
United, States District Court
here sasking that damages be
assessed against Mr. Mitchell,
his deputy, Richard G. Klein-
dienst, the government of the
District of Columbia, and Wash-
ington’s police chief, Jerry: V.
Wilson, in connection with. the
mass arrests last week.

Three Washington lawyers
filed the suit in behalf of 15
persons arrested a week ‘ago
Monday. The suit asks $50,000
-in/gompensatory damages. d@nd
$10,800 in punitive damages
for“gach of those arrested, on
the grounds that they broke no
law and were confined under
“inhumane conditions.”

The' suit also asks that any
records dealing with the ar-
rests, imprisonment or charges
against the 15 be expunged.

At the breakfast, Mr. Mitch-
ell said that, when he spoke
of Communist affilation, he was
referring not to the Vietnam
veterans who assembled here
to protest the war, but to
“everyone .of - these large dem-
onstrations that come to Wash-

Mitchell Cha

ington.”
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Accused on Backgrouhds

“I cannot tell what mgtivated
the 175,000,” the Attorney Gen-
eral said, but “there were some
people with Communist rela-
tionships in the leadership.” He
said the Communist element
was “important enough to be
one of the major stimulants in
bringing these people to Wash-
ington.”

‘If you will .go back and
trace the background of many
of these people,” the Attorney
General- asserted, ‘“you will
find they have Commuhist-ori-
ented or related backgrounds.”

He said some of them had
met in Stockholm with repre-
sentatives of Communist organ-
izations and had talked with
the leaders of North Vietnam.

Attempts to reach spokes-|
men for last week’s demonstra-| |

;though Kuhn had committed no

wronged.” It says those suing
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“While standing passively on,
the sidewalk, Kuhn was ar-
rested without cause by de-
fendants [the law enforcement
officials] without being.. in-
formed of the placing of any
charge against him.

“Kuhn was thereupon inhcar-!
cerated for approximately: 18
hours suffering overcrowded.
and inhumane conditions, Al-

offense against the laws of the
District of Columbia, he:Wwas
maliciously charged with disor-
derly ‘conduct, photographed
and- fingerprinted.”, 2
Arrest Records Cited

The complaint argues that
“hundreds or even thousands
of other persons were similarly

()

face the threat of further. in-

tors to ask them about Mr.

Mitchell’s charges failed.

“In the suit filed today, Jo-
seph L. Rauh Jr., a civil rights
lawyer and former chairman of
the Americans for Democratic
Action, together with John
silard and. Elliott C. Lichtman,
argued that Mr. Mitchell and
Mr.. Kleindienst “were active| |
participants in the conspiracy”
against their clients.

.. The complaint included a se-
ries of scenarios like the fol-
lowing:

- “Palintiff Roger S. Kuhn is a
professor of law at George
Washington  University. On,
May 3, Kuhn was standing in
the. George Wiashington Univer:|-
sity area wearing an armband
which clearly identified him as
a legal observer, in which ca-
pacity he was representing the| :

_«'Ery" because of the arrest rec-'|

ord that now exists for a
them. :

said the Justice Departmen;
had no role “whatsoever
‘Jthe decision to make mass ar-
rests last week. As a matter
of fact, he said, “it was two
hours before we learned about

his praise for the way the
Washington police had hand?red
the demonstrations and said the
Federal Government should help!
pay the $2.5-million that the
protests are estimated to
cost the district,

(General said he expected in-
‘dictments to come out of a
grand jury investigation into the
‘demonstrations. '

{\At the breakfast, Mr. Mitch

{7 . :
_Mr. Mitchell also reiterated

have

In addition, the A-t-ﬂoméy

The Justice Department has

ban Development, has
the ordinance
lation of the Constitution. s

tact these days with J. Edgar
Hoover, director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, who
has been under sharp attack,
Mr. Mitchell said, “Yes, I am.”
He went on to predict that Mr.
Hoover, who is 76 years old,
would want to continue in his
job as long as his health was
good and as long as he felt he

for a second time and added,

reports is who would

and John R. Froines, partici-
pants in the protests, with con-
spiring to deprive others of thei)
rights and conspiring to ,jn,.»;exl\-,f
f\gre with Federal workers. Both

T.
were defendants in the Chicago
Seven conspiracy trial. -

Davis and Mr. Froines

Civil Rights Expectations

In the area 10f civil rights,
Mr. Mitchell said he hoped and
expected that school desegrega-

|tion .would be accomplished in:

the South by next fail. ,
He also declared that he|

was “certainly opposed” to d:is-l

ctiminatory zoning regulations.!

iThe Justice Department has not
filed suit, however; against the

city of Black Jack, Mo., which
enacted regulations last
that prohibit multifamily izon.
ing, although George
cretary of Housing @l

{led
“a blatant_Wio-

Asked if he was in close.con-

could serve,

Asked who  determined
whether Mr. Hoover’s health
was good, Mr. Mitchell said,
“The Scripps Clinic, on the
West Coast.” Then he thought

“The only thing that bothers me
when I look at those health
give -himy/

A

Yt

a bad one.”

Washington Council of Law-
yélfS.

‘already - charged Rennie Davis




