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ident Hixon's
re ﬂeetlng of American

transzcribed from tape,

Lixcerpt from answer to guestion by Otis Chandler, publisher, Los Angeles Times:

"ell, Hr. Chendler, as wvou know, we have had some pretty bitter

xperiences with some Comrmmnist nations with regard to American nrisoners, and we have

had &

nece with the Horth Vietnamese who have, without question,

0
been the most barbaric in their handling of prisoners of any netion in modern his Lory.

Juestion by William B. DiCklﬂ“OL f itor, P

President, just

one nore guestion on your comments on our Iadochina policy have

enphagized trat it's oo 5. But what I want to ask is, what about the

lives of Asiens and the wany, many refugees created by the incursions into Laos and

Hixons Well, Fr. Dickinson, letfs look at the Asian lives. I think

- -

7 the 50,000 South Vietnamese civilians who have been murdered by the Horth Vietna

~t

and VO gince this wer began. I think of the half a million - by conservative

estimates - in Horth Vietnam who were murdered or otherwise exterminated by the
faS &Y

Vietnamcse after they took over from the South. T vigited South Vietnam Jjust

e took over in Horth Vietnam. Ag a matter of fact, I'm one of the
few people, at least in public life, who's been to Han i; I was therc in 195% and then
" s, 2 ¥

came back in 1956, I vigited a refugee A million refugees ceme from Horth
£

Vietnam to South Vietnam e bscause of the terrible atrocities that

rth Vietn

were visited upon tn

's talk for a moment, to put that in balance. Ve say, what about

As far as the activities in Laos are concerned, the bombing
activities in Laocs are concerncd, look a2t that particular area, thet is totally occupied

by the Korth Vietnamese at this time. The number of civilians could be very, very

o 3 A
small.™ As far as

H

_;1an casualties in Jouth Vietnam are concerncé, from air strike S,

tecause the war hes

they are very, very out of South Vietnam, the Scuth
Vietnamese nhow have teken it over. And as far as our activities are concerned, on
balance I would say that the United States, by its actions in South Vietnam, and I say

I wderstand the controversy, the difficulty, the moral concern that many Americans

have about all wars, and particularly this kind of a war, so difficult to understand.

But on balance, I will say this: that if the United States were to Tail in Vietr
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o

to {

ne Communiste were v, the blood-bath that would follow would be & blot on

+hd m e A e at Ay e e Al s et a3 S < ey A
this nation's history from which we would find it Very

is not necessary. Ve are now in a position wh

we are ending Americen involvement, we are going to end it in a way that will, we

>tnam a chance - not

iteelf against a

i
Communist take-over. And I believe thet this v re thousands of Asian

-

lives than it is contended were lost because of American activities.

Following estimate of civilian casualties by Senafte Subcommittee on Refugees is based

"official figures ... not disputed by Government officials,” as reported by

A&

<

Heil Sheehan, Washington, {Times 15 Mar 71, filed Indochina.

* Laos: now exceeding 30,000 a year, including more than 10,000 dead.

##% South Vietnam, 1970: 125,000 to 150,000, including 25,000 to 35,000 dead.

¥ Figure disputed by D. Gareth Porter, who also calls "bloodbath" a myth. See
this file , 12 and 13 Sep 72, George C., Wilson, Washington Post.



