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GENEVA, March 30 (Reu-
ters)—Following in official
translation, is the text of a
draft convention on biologi-
cal weapons proposed at the
Geneva Disarmament Confer-

ence. today by Bulgaria,
-Czechoslovakia, . - Hungary,

Mongolia, Poland, Rumania,
and the Soviet Union:
The states parties to- this
convention, .
Determined to act with a
view to achieving effective

progress toward general and-

complete disarmament * and,
above all, with a view to
prohibiting and eliminating
nuclear, chemical, bacteri-
ological (biological) and all
other types of weapons of
mass destruction.

Convinced that the pro-
hibition of the development,
production and stockpiling
of bacteriological (biological)
weapons and toxins, and their
elimination, will facilitate the
achievement of general and
complete disarmament,

Convinced of the immense
importance and urgent neces-
sity of eliminating from the
arsenals of states such dan-
gerous weapons of mass de-
struction as weapons using
bacteriological (biological)
agents and toxins,

Desiring to contribute to
the strengthening of confi-

* dence between peoples and
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the general improvement of
the international atmosphere,

Believing that scientific dis-
coveries in the field of bac-
teriology (biology) must in
the interests of all mankind
be used solely for peaceful
purposes.

Recognizing
that in the absence of appro-
priate prohibitions the devel-
opment of scientific knowl-
edge throughout the world
would increase the risk of
the use of bacteriological
(biological) methods of war-
fare,

Convinced that such use
would be repugnant to the
conscience of mankind and

| that no effort should be

spared to minimize this risk,
Recognizing the important
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nevertheless

significance of the Geneva
Protacol of June 17, 1925, for
the prohibition of the use in
war of asphyxiating, poison-
ous or other gases, and of
bacteriological methods of
warfare, 'and conscious also
of the contribution which the
sald protocol has already
made, and continues to make,
to mitigating the horrors of
war, j

Reaffirming their adherence
to the purposes and prin-
ciples of that protocal - and
calling upon all states to com-
ply strictly with them.
Assembly, which has con-
demned all actions contrary
to the Geneva Protocal of
June 17, 1925, as well as the
use in international -armed
conflicts of any chemical and
biological means of warfare,
any Dbiological means of
warfare. -

Noting the conclusions con-
tained in the report submit-
ted to the United Nations
General Assembly and the

Disarmament Committee on

the grave consequences for
mankind that might result
from the use of chemical and
(biological)
weapons.

Convinced that an agree-

ment on bacteriological (bio-

logical) weapons will facili-
tate progress towards the
achievement of agreement on
effective measures for the
complete prohibition of chem-
ical weapons, on which ne-
gotiations will be continued,
Anxious to contribute to
the realization of the pur-
poses and principles of the
charter of the United Nations,
Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Each state party to this
convention undertakes not to
develop, produce, stockpile or
otherwise acquire:

1. Microbiological or other
biological agents or toxins of
such types and in such quan-
tities as are not designed for
the prevention of disease or
for other peaceful purposes.,

2. Auxiliary equipment or
means of delivery designed to
facilitate the use of such
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agents or toxins for hostile
purposes. ‘ )
Article 2
Each state party to- this
convention undertakes to de-
stroy within a period of three
months after the entry into
force of the convention—oh-
serving all the necessary pre-
cautions—or to divert to
peaceful wuses all previously
accumulated weapons in its
possession as well as the

equipment and means of de-
livery meritioned in Article 1
of the conventioh.

Article 3

Each state party to the
convention undertakes not to
assist, encourage or induce
any particular state, group of
states or international or-
ganizations to take action
contrary to the provisions of
this convention.

‘Article 4
Each state party to the
convention shall be interna-
tionally responsibe for com-
pliance with its provisions
by legal or physical persons
of that state.
Article 5
Each state party to the
convention undertakes to
take as soon as possible, in
accordance with its constitu-
tional procedures, the neces-
sary legislative and adminis-
trative measures for prohib-
iting the development, pro-
duction and stockpiling of
the weapons, equipment and
means of delivery mentioned
in Article 1 of the conven-
tion, and for destroying them.
Article 6

The states parties to the
convention undertake to con-
sult one another’ and to co-
operate in solving any prob-
lems which may arise in the
application of the provisions
of this convention.

Article 7

1. Each state party to the
convention which finds that
actions of any other state
party constitute a breach of
the obligations assumed un-
der the mprovisions of this
convention may lodge a com-
plaint which should include
all possible evidence con-
firming its validity, as well
as a request for its consid-
eration by the Security Coun-
cil. The Security Council
shall inform the states parties

i to the convention of the re-

sult of the investigation.

2. Each state party to the
convention undertakes to co-
operate in carrying out any
investigations which the Se-
curity Council may wunder-
take, in accordance with the
provisions of the Unifed Na-
tions Charter, on the basis
of the complaint received by
the council.

Article 8

Nothing in this convention
shall be interpreted as in any
way limiting or detracting
from the obligations assumed
by any state under the Ge-
neva Protocol of June 17,
1925, on the prohibition of
the use in war of asphyxiat-
ing, poisonous or other gases,
and of bacteriological meth-
ods of warfare, an instrument
which embodies generally
recognized rules of interna-
tional law.

Article 9

Each state party to this
convention undertakes to
conduct negotiations in good
faith -on effective measures
for prohibiting the develop-
ment, production and stock-
piling of chemical weapons,
and for their destruction and
on appropriate measures con-
cerning equipment and means
of delivery specifically de-
signed for carrying out any
use of chemical weapons as
means of warfare.

"Article 10

1, The states parties to the
convention undertake to fa-
cilitate, and have the right
to participate in, the fullest

possible exchange of equip-

ment, materials and scientific |
technological information for
the use of bacteriological
(biological) agents and toxins
for peaceful purposes.

2. This convention shall be
implemented in a manner des
signed to avoid hampering
the economic ortechnological
development of states parties
to the convention or interna-

tional cooperation in the"
field of peaceful bacteri-
ological (biological) activi-

ties, including the interna-
tional exchange of bacteri-
clogical (biological) agents
and toxins and equipment for
the processing, use or pro-
duction of bacteriological
(biological) agents and toxins
for peaceful purposes in ac~
cordance with the provisions
of this convention.

Article 11

Any state party may pro-
pose amendments to this
convention, Amendments
shall enter into force for
each state party accepting
the amendments upon their
acceptance by a majority of
the states parties to the
convention and thereafter for
each remaining state party
on the date of acceptance
by it.

Article 12

1. This convention shall be
of unlimited duration.

2. Five years after the en-
the provisions of the cone
vention, a conference of
states parties to, the conven-
tion shall be held at Geneva,
Switzerland, to review the
operation of this convention,
S0 as to be sure that the
purposes of the preamble and
the provisionse of the con-
vention, including the provi-
sion concerning megotiations
on chemical weapons, are be-
ing realized. Such review
shall take into account any
new scientific and techno-
logical developments relevant
to this convention.



. Article 13

1. This convention shall be
open to all states for sig-
nature. Any state which does
not sign the convention he-
fore its entry into force in
accordance with Paragraph 3
of this article may accede to
it at any time. ’

2. This convention shall he
subject to ratification by sig-
natory states. Instruments of
ratification and instruments
of accession shall be deposit-
ed with the governments of
. . . which are hereby desig-
nated the depositary govern.
ments.

3. This convention shall en-
ter into force after the de-
posit of the instruments of
ratification by ....... gOoV«
ernments, including the gov-
ernments designated as de-
positaries of the convention.

4. For states whose instru-
ments of ratification or ac-
cession are deposited subse-
quent to the entry into force
of this convention, it shall
enter into force on the date
of the deposit of their instru-
ments of ratification or ac-
cession.

5. The depositary govern-
ments shall promptly inform
all signatory and acceding
states of the date of each sig-
nature, the date of deposit of
each instrument of ratifica-
tion-or of accession and the
‘date of the entry-into force
of this convention, and shall
transmit other notices to
them.

6. This convention shall be
registered by the depositary
governments pursuant to
Article 102 of the Charter of
the United Nations.

Article 14

This convention; of which
the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts
are equally authentic, shall
be deposited in the archives
of the depositary govern-
ments to the governments
of the signatory and acceding
states.

In witness whereof the un-
dersigned, duly authorized,
have signed this convention. . =




