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On Chemical Arms
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GENEVA, March 9—Sweden
recommended today that the
25-nation disarmament confer-
ence prohibit chemical and bac-
teriological weapons on a slid-
ing scale, depending upon how
deadly they are and whether
their components have any
peaceful use.

Mrs. Alva Myrdal, the Swed-
ish delegate, said that nerve
gases and mustard gas, which
she said were “supertoxic”
and had no peacetime uses, and
toxins should be unconditional-
ly banned. :

Such chemicals as hydrogen
cyanide, phosgene, tear gases
and defoilants have peaceful
uses as insecticides and herbi-
cides, she said, and only their
wartime applications should be
prohibited,

Answering complaints by
delegates of nonaligned coun:
tries that virtually nothing was
being accomplished on actual
disarmament, James.F, Leonard
of the United States said that
the prohibition of biological
weapons, would constitute “the
first true measure of disarma-
ment this body would have ne-
gotiated.” He said that he saw
“no practical prospect for early
progress” on a combined treaty.,




