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WASHINGTON — De-
spite  President Nixon’s
pains to establish closer
touch with the world out-
side the White House, he
continues to make his de-
cisions in splendid isolation. He has tried
to break out of his isolation, and his press
aides have played up his new accessibility.
Yet the fortress he has built around himself,
say insiders, is more formidable than ever.
To counter the charges that he consults nly
a few close advisers, the President has Held
a few more meetings, admitted a few more
visitors and shaken a few more hands. ‘He
has tried to untangle his lines of commyni-
cation, and he has admonished his aides to
hearken to the voices of opposition.

Specifically, he has instructed Vice Pres-
ident Spiro Agnew and Attorney General
John Mitchell to stop goading student activ-
istsyand to encourage young dissenters to
speak out. The President is now persuaded,
say intimates, that open dialogue is the best
steam valve to prevent more explosions an
the campus this fall, i

But at decision time, he still holes up in
a hideaway and pores over his “option pa-
pers.” He relies, as ever, upon paperwork

., - President Nixon

) Splendid Isolation?
rather than the give-and-take of discussion.
Only a few intimates, men he feels comfort-
able with, are able to get through to 'him
with policy advice.

The column has talked to key Republi- |
cans, men who want Richard Nixon to suc-
ceed, about their access to him. For the |
sake of their own relationships, they have
asked not to be identified. But here are their
disturhing statements:

“ Nixon More Isolate
Than Ever, Aides Say

w =+ Access Narrowed

One White. House aide said access to
. Nixon has been so narrowed that only those
on his team before the 1968 convention can
get in o see him for anything more than'a
pro forma meeting. Presidential advisers
are categorized increasingly as BMs (Before
Miami) and AMs (After Miami). i
Every other week, Republican congres-
sional leaders are brought in for breakfast
with the President. He takes the occasion
more fo brief them, however, tren to consull
them,
One leadsr said the President trests
' them courteously and gives them an insight
into his thinking. But he pays little attention
to their advice, waits until it is too late to

' er legislative haitles apgd.-dogsn’t
give ti legislative aides enough authority, fo
det in his name,

No Recipmcial Invitation

Liberal GOP Senators have all but given
up their attempts to establish communica-
tion with the White House. They invited ke
gides lo the Senate twice for closed-doo!
discussions, once in the office of Sen. Clif-
fopd Case, R-N.J., the next time in the offi;ce
of Sen. Richard Schweiker, R-Pa. Yet noth-
ing came of the meetings, and ne reciprocal’
invitation was extended to the liberals to
aﬁnd a White House straiegy session, Nix- |

on has resumed his practice of inviting
sirall congressional groups for evening
crises down the Potomac in the presidential -
ydcht Sequoia. But he almost never joins th%
chnise himself,

Conservative Republicans in the Senate
are equally disgruntled over their inability
to get through to the President. Such’
staunch conservative leaders as Senators-
Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., and Strom Thur-
mond, R-8.C., have complained privately
that they can't get anyome at the White’
House to listen to them. '

Local Leaders Upset

Local GOP leaders across the country
also have warned, says an aide, that the
White House has lost touch with the people.
Past Presidents used to keep in close con-
tact with local leaders to find out what peo-
ple are saying and thinking. Nixon’s grass
roots soundings, they say, are sporadic and
unorganized,

One tor Republican leader, disturbed
over the President’s isolation, summed up
the problem in these words: “Can any man
govern without refreshing his ideas? Nixon
will end up like the fellow who milks into
two pails<gf the same time. and peyer hits
either of S ) W 4

27 July 1970




