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A Grim Pursuit
Of 3 Assassins
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There have been periods
when Bernard Fensterwald
Jr. has stood near the hol
center of power in Wash-

ington, when he was quoi-,

ed and sought by an admir-
ing press corps.

Back in 1965, when Ien-
sterwald was general counsel
of a Senate Subcommittee in-
vestigating the abuse of
government invasions of pri-
vacy he and Bobhy Kennedy
lashed out at each other in
public and in private.

Now Bud Fensterwald's
pale eyes narrow slightly
when he says “I know what
I'm doing is unpopular”

What he is doing, aside
rom private law practice, is
wursuing a pastime that has
sometimes come {o be asso-
siated with a legion of fools
and opportunists: He is in-
vestigating the assassina-
dons of Roberl and John
{ennedy and of Martin Lu-
her King.

DIFFERENT

Bud Finsterwald is no or-
linary conspiracy-seeker,
ooking to turn a fast review
f flaws in the Warren report

nto an instant paperback.

nd cheap publicity.

These days. he {ries to ar-
ive at his offices at about ‘7
‘clock in the morning when
Aings are quiet” 1o pore
ver documents addressed {o
is own CIA — the Commit-

e to Investigate Assassina-|,

ons. CIA is a loose confed-
ration of people who have
ritten or worked on the var-
s conspiracy theories.

At his own expense Fen-
lerwald: {ook an “8000-mile

mket” last May, traveling
1 Los Angeles, Dallas. New '
rleans, Atlanta and Mem-
1is among other locations.
e talked with James Earl
ay's ! lawyers, examined
ides ofJohn Kennedy's as-
issination, visited with the|
mtroversial Jim Garrison, |

and dozens of others either,
fascinated or peripherally
{or not so peripherally) con-
nected with the three major
political murders of the six-

tes.
REPORT

In a recent, brief brcezil\-
styled “progress report’”
his fellow CIA members
(‘there is no implication at

all in the litle,” says Fen-|

sterwald with a bit of a wry
orin), the executive director
declared that funds were
“generally fonexistent” and
that the venture needed an-
gels but none had material-
ized. }

As the report mentions the
assoriment of famous and
ohseure  Fensterwald had
talked with, an optimism
emerges — there were a
number of “fascinating
leads” to be chased after and
explored and not enough
time to do it all in. But there
is always a chance ‘“‘next
’t-l‘ip." }

To friends and acquain-
lances who [ind Fenster-
wald's recent aclivities

strange, he replies with the,

certainty of a man who is ul-
terly convinced of nol only
the correctness hut the need
for his work.

He feels there may bhe |
more political assassinafions
if the earlier ones are not
solved: He resents the state-
ment ol former Chief Justice
Karl Warren thal there will
be things that we will not
know about the death of John
Kennedy until 2039.

“My people don't go in
|w1th amf preconceived no-
tions.” says Fenslerwald.
“We just look for the inaccu-
racies.”
| To document them he trav-
‘eld to London early in No-
vember to Jook into the stay
of James Farl Ray in that
city.

‘REBEL’

.assisted the late Senator
iEstes Kefauver (Dem-Tenn.) :

| last and only” liberal {ilibus
ter against the government ;
- Jetting AT&T take over Com

Misc - Study Groups

gation inlo his death showld
he vanish someday. He also
has placed copies of his most.
important evidence in
“places that would be very
difficult to getf fo.”

This kind -of talk upsels
thuse who knew of Fenster-
wald's background — an im-
peccable blend of a proper
Southern Jewish family, trips
to Burope as a child, Har-
vard, Harvard law. a good
World War Il record as a Na-
val lieutenant and the mak-
ings of a creditable career at
the State Department.

“T guess part of it is thal
I'm a rebel,” savs Fensler-:
~wald, who has had several
political horses shol out from
under his career of public
service.

Beginning in 1961 Fenster- o

wald was staff director of the
Subcommittee on Antitrust
and Monopoly and as such

'in the hearings which sen

! several top electrical compa- |
ny executives 1o jail for g

price-fixing.

He also helped conduct Ke
fauver’s inquiries into exces
sive profits of drug compa
nies, coordinated Lhe *“first

sat and gained a considera

ertarians when — as clnef'
counsel for a Senate judici
ary subcommiftee —  he|
led a series of investigations
into government invasions nf
privacy.

Post Office mail surveil-
lance, Internal Revenue
Service eavesdropping and il-
legal wiretapping were

He does not {eel that there!
is any immediate physical
danger in his consuming avo-
cation but he has set aside a
sum of money for the investi-

probed, partially _denied by

officlals, partially admitted

by officials.
After 'the Warren report
came out. Fensterwald be-

zan keeping a file on the.

matter but he feels it was the
; assdssinations of Robert Ken-
i nedv and Martin Luther King

thal mabilized hign to the ex-
tent he is tndav‘ He can’t ex-

' ble audience among civil lib-
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actly put his finger on the|closed conspiracies In th
; wispy “why' of what he is|three assassinations.
¢ | doing excepl that he feels he |-
i5 a serious investigator and ' over with examples of incon
““somecone-has to.”
So Bud I'ensterwald spends | phone bills down. He send
his time and personal fortune | reply forms with carbon ps
fracking down hoth the gos-|pers attached to various cor
samer and what he is con-|respondents so that he wi
vinced is the reality of undis- | have file copies immediate]

He ponders, broods; spill

| sistencies, tries to keep th

upon return of the reply. He
says a large anonymous. net-
work of informants — “many
'of the great admirers of fie
. Kennedys” — report to Il'jm
each day.

One friend and admupr of
Fensterwald’s abilities puts

it this way:

“Yes, he Is ohsessed with

Ithe investigation but in the
| best sort of way. I always
{ felt like he had scattered his
1alents . . . perhaps because
' he was wealthv ... but 1
think if anybody can erack
this thing, it’s Bud . . . I've
never seen a more hrillian/
man when he sels his mind
lo something.”
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