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MINYARD-SKOLNICK INTERVIEW
LUESDAY, APRIL 7, 1970

MID YARD' -= on and to Chicage, I believa, we have

My, Sherman Skolnick on the line.
This is Ken Minvard, Mr. qk¥olinick, at RABC in

1.O0s Angeles.

SKOLNICK: Good evening.

MINYARD: I believe I talked with you sometime ago whén'
1 was in Minneapolis on ==

SYOLWICK: Oh, yes. -Right, right. I knew I heard that
name some == ‘

4INYARD; =-- another investigation then about the judi-
ciary that you were invelved in.

SKOLNICK: Right.

MINYARD: I just shared with our avdience the informatiecn
regarding a suit that was filed charging the Mational Archives

in washington with supressing documents in what you consider

to be a plot to assassinate John Kennedy -- President Kennedy -

| in Dallas and you brought out sone information that I frankly
V“was not familiar with. Could you explain to us the background

of this suit filed today?

T SKOLNICK: Well, first of all, it was filed in the

~;Federa1 Court in Chlcago this morn*nc under the public Lnfor-

mation Law and we attached 1l documents to our Complaint.
Among them are thrxee documents recently released by the

National Archives which, for the £iret time, mention the
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The other documenta that wa nt;achnd are

documents that have never been revealed or seen the-ilﬁ trof

alone to Jdlook at it.

day until we put them into the court record this,ﬁcmniﬁg'

What this all shows was that there wag_a pri
Chicago three weeks prior to the Dallas tragedy. We'“

about Vovenber 2nd, 1963. The assassination in Dallqs“

November 22, 1963. 1iIn Chicago there was three or four :

tial assassins, One of them was Lee Harvay Oswald, anoth

one was a Mr. Bradley, and another one was a Mr. Ggggg}ggk'and

! 13 | a fourth person was Thomas Arthur Vallee who, shall we say,

looked like Oswald, could have been a double, was driving a

- car with New York license plates linked or registered in the

18 | name of Lee Harvey Oswald, The offieial document that shows

that link is locked up in the Archives but we know it from
bther information,

And the plot was aborted by the activities

MINYARD: I tell you what, I'm -~

SKOLNICK: == wWho was not known as a policeman but as a
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MINYARD: Yean ynan.

SKOLNICK: © But the int ele%tlnv thlng is that this
R0 Lo

Dan;el Croff, 1* occuxrs to me, 15 the samn paniel Groff that

led the'raid on“t; ‘Panther eﬁartAent-in=Ch1cago 125t December

‘now what happened, Frad Hompton and

—_

resulting ~= "ﬂi‘, you
Herk Cla rk nﬁre klllﬁu. It'S:,mnzlPU that that name shows up

in two 6*rchent thlnoq.

"I‘VTHD' ;‘OVJ_i ﬁhi: i}’cvﬂa+1on hat yeou are sharing
with us to bt your fLDl ﬁoa ;ain_fact, bring forth if you can
gst these cocur~“tf relﬁuueﬁ froa tﬁp Vatlonal rrchives. Is

tris information that has Leen allable *o tlhose researchers

o critics of the Waxren C"”ﬂl“qlﬁn ‘on throuchout the

Wi 2X
years? '

SLOLFTCK:L No. TRr exa .pT..lefve put inte the court
recard this *ofnirq_énd' F*pr£ nlt%rrto never rqtanl,ﬂ T+ g

a dccument chovwing "that there was a collect phone call fron
the Dallas jail the éay after ke assassination -- a collect
call by Lee Nars rey Ozwald to a erF0ﬁ in Raleich, North
Carolina which upon invest igation turns out to be a srpecial

Thtelligence Corps. A

‘r.J
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agent in the B.5, ¥i

ticotion as it

}_‘.

nve

]

e}

radio station in Chicacgo follcowed cu _

proceeded and corrchorated it point by point and then used 1t

L]
in exclusive story this mworninc on the @ir, sO it was a com-

‘bined news media and research story.

MINYARD: Do you have any other connection with this

agent that was called by Oswald, 2any previous connection

o R AT AR
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that Oswald had with him?

SKCLNICK: Well, sir, we've got an extensive dossier on
the matter which is not yet part of the court record and 1'd
rather not get into that, but what we have done is this:

There was a black secret sexvice agent who offered to testify
before the Warren Commission. Abraham Eolden, 2And he was the
first black man to be in the secret service assigned to the
White House detail, BAnd a few days after he contacted -- in
fact, one'day after he contacted the Gencral Counsel of the
Warren Commission, he was indicted, prosecuted, sentenced, 50
on, all before the Warren ?eport came out, He was indicted
on the charce that he offered to se2ll Secret Service documents
to an alleced counterfeiter. 1

MINYARD: Is he in jail now?

SKOLNICK: fWell, now wait a minute, let me explain. The
counterfeiter in his own trial =-- well, let's put it this way -
the counterfeiter was the major witness against Abraham Bolden.
The counterfeiter, in his own trial for counterfeiting, con-
fessed that he had perjured himself against Bolden. HKe con-
fessed in court. This was brought back to the judge that had
sentenced Bolden to six years in prison. 2nd by the greatest
amazement, the judge said that that confession of perjury was
not relevant., I find that monsterous and shocking. And Bolden
went to jail and so he could not testify hefore the Warren
Commission, HEe went to jail. Fe recently goct out on proba-

tion with an implicit agreement that he stay shut. Today,

I
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because of the great hullaballoo brought by our suit, because

he's mentioned in our suit --

MIKYARD: Mr, Skolnick, can you hold on the line just a

imorent. ‘We have a break here and I'll be back to you;
-SKOLNICK: Sure.

MINYARD: We're speaking with Sherman Skolnick who has
some interesting thincs to.say, filed a suit in.Chicago today
chargiag the fational Archives in Washington with supressing-
decurmaents concarning an alleced plot to assassinate the late
President Jchn Kennedy and ‘is revealing some of that story for
us here and it's, as far as I can determire, rather a new
twist. It may have been Xnowledce that other recple had but

those of us who have read the Fooks —- many of them on the

acssassinration -- scme of +his I haven't heazd hefore..

at's get kack to our convaresation with
o

“Mr. Sherman Skolnick vho is a lecal researcher involved in

filing this lawsuit this morning we've been talking about.

Mr. Skolnick, we all, of course, thrcughout the
nation followed the Garrison thing in New Orleans. The trial
came about and unsuccessfully for Mr. Garrison., Is there a
connection? Do you believe, in other words, that the story
that Garrison was putting together alleging that it was é
plot basically frem some right-wiég extrenists who resided in
the South? Do you believe that this ties in.with your premise?

SKOLNICK: Tell, I wouldn't say it will -- we're only

working on the Chicago end. Here's the point. This imprisoned
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|' black Secret Serviceman, Service Rgent, his problem was wound

| up with the Warren Commission in this respect. He had been

one of those that had known about this plot in Chicago. Now

get this. This is three weesks Lefore Dallas, and he was to go

before the Warrven Comnaission and instead he was imprisoned to
| silence him. Wow, over the last few ycars he has made certain

statements which we gquote in our suit today. We say this. From

tatement: "I have evidence.

o

time to tire Boldeﬁ has nrade the
that a_member of the Secret Service had a part in the planning
of the assassination. Scmeone, an agent, could be indicted on
it." Our croup of investigators know a little bit mbre‘about
which Secret Service it was -- Sccret Service Agent it was that
was that was invelved. Ve have not divulgad that todav in cur
suit. We have divulged only a portion of th2 plet in Cailcago.
But there wsre thruvs decuments recontly declaszificd by the
Naticnal Archives which helped us prove that there was a plot
and so we attached it to our suit and we're asking for the

rest of the doculients to be released and we itemize which
documents they are., In eifect what vwe were cdoing is simply
this. We were saying, "Now, look National Archives we know
what you've got locked up there. Just to prove it to you
here's a few samples of the rerchandise and we want to have

»

the rest of the merchandise.®

MINYARD: Well, now, there have been -- I don't know —-

25 or 30 Looks written on critizing the Warren Commission

and offering various theories s to what haopened that day in
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Dallas and what led to it. Why do you think that you can be

suceessful in your efforts when all of the others have failed?
SKOLNICK: Well, because the others were just literary

work. This is research,

-MINYARD: With the exception of Garrison in New Orleans.

SKOLWICK: Right., In other words, here we went to court’

znd asked that the Warren Report be declared void on the basis
the Varren Report was clearly to allay public suspicion with
a conspiracy. Vhen in fact there was a conspiracy. And oﬁer
a period of time the documents supposedly will come out. Now,
here in the last couple of months three documents were declas-
sifizd, really unknown to the public, I mean, we heard about
it and we got it and they show for the first time the n=me of
the assassin in Chicago ~- Thomas Arthur Vallee, Ve krow from
other docusents that we have that we put into the court record
that he was driving a car with New York plates linked to
Oswald. Now, here you have the link., Now, therefore, the
Warren Commission could not have said that thore was not a
conspiracy. When, in fact, the Archives has been keeping for
seven years locked up any document that showed the link.
Finally three of the links came out. ¥e want the rest of it,

MINYARD: Mr. Skolnick, our tirne limitations here
disallow us going further so I'llhave to conclude it at this
point, but we would like to call you in the future as we get
more information and discuss this further with you.

SKOLNICK: Thank you.
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MINYARD: Thank you for talking with us.

SKOLNICK: Thank you and good evéning.

MINYARD: That's Mr., Sherman Skolnick in Chicago who filed

wenit today that we are talking cbout and he is asking that

v

documants now in the National Archives -- it's not the first

time a request similar to this has been made, but it is a

different twist to the story. Some of the names that he

1

| indicates-he has named in the court zuit you ¢did not hear but
~no doubt will be hearing in the future and the ties that he
believes they have, Here we are in 1270 still talking about

an ascassination which' occurred Novemher 22nd, 1963 and there

are still =~ well, what was the CGallop estimcte a few years

-

acc =-=- that, at cne roint, T think, twc-thirds of the American

people challanged the conclusions of the Warren Cowmigsion, I

1

don't know what they would think today. T gather there has

been a kind of a grcwing apzthy over the matter just, you

know, by atriticn, The time has taken its toll, but
Mr, Skolnick perhaps and his rescarchers might revive some

interest there, e'll see.

A,



