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Miami
Ten years ago, when

. David Westrate was 21

years old and just beginning
a career as a narcofics
agent on the West Coast, a
seizure of 200 pounds of
marijuana was what he
called ‘tremendous” —
something the whole office
turned out for.

Now, as the still boyish
acting director for the Fed-
eral Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration for Florida,
Georgia and South Carolina,
he finds the stakes a lot
higher.

“We don’{ mess with any-
thing, generally, under a
ton,” he said. *“Oh, we might
go after two to 800 pounds if
the individual is of interest.

“QOtherwise, you have just
so much manpower, §0 you
go after the big ones.”

In Florida these days,
there is no shortage of “big
ones” for the drug agency to
go after, not only cargo
planes filled with marijua-
na, but also suitcases full of
cocaine, boat loads of hash-
ish, flight bags stuffed with
heroin, all manner of drugs
smuggled in huge quantities
in every conceivable way.

In the past few years,
these  three states,
especially Florida, have be-
come a major entry point
for drugs, second only to the
Mexican border in over-all
quantities seized, the leader
in cocaine, possibly the lead-
er in the total amount of
drugs that get through.

“T would say,” said Irwin
Weinstein, assistant regional
director of the drug agency
in Florida, “that there is as
much coming in here as
anywhere in the United
States.”

Of the 13 regions into
which the country is divided
by the drug agency, region
five, which includes Florida,
holds the record for the larg-
est single drug seizures in
five categories — 202 pounds
of cocaine, 385 pounds of
heroin, 20 tons of marijuana,
50 pounds of methaqualone
(a depressant favored by
teenagers) and 3700 pounds
of hashish.

Despite the efforts, there
is no question that the law
enforcement authorities are
making only a small dent in
drug smuggling. Most drug
enforcement officers are
chary of making estimates,
but those who do usually say
they have probably stopped
little more than ten per cent
of thetotal traffic.

Such estimates can be no
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more than educated guesses,
but there are suggestive
realities. A single cocaine
processing laboratory raided
in Colombia in December,

for example, was capable of

turning out about 100 pounds
a week of high-quality drug,
or more than 5000 pounds a

year.

The laboratory, the larg-
est ever raided in that coun-
try, is but one of dozens be-
lieved to exist in Colombia
alone. On the other hand,
U.S. officials seized about
1500 pounds of cocaine in the
fiscal year 1974, i

Drug agents jn Florida are
clearly outmanned, often
out-equipped, and, it would
appear, outsmarted by the
drug smugglers, favored as

-they are by the geography
and transportation patterns
of the state.

Florida, in fact, seems al-
most to have heen designed
by smugglers. It is a penin-
sula with 1350 miles of coast-
line. Its shoreline, taking

+into account rivers and bays

with access to the sea, is
8450 miles, dotted with myr-
iad places to hide.

There are more than 200,-
000 boats registerad in the

state, with 8200 of them doe-

umented with the Coast

Guard as commercial, 2800 .

of them in Miami, 2000 in
'I_‘ampa, 600 in Key West. Be-
sides these, thousands .of
other boats sail monthly
into Florida ports for pleas-
ure and commerce. Any or
all of them, drug enforce-
ment officials have learned,
is a potential smuggler,

Traffic




Teenager's Bizarre Rape of a Cabbie |

London

A taxi driver stumbled
into a police station and told
astonished detectives he had
been hijacked at knife-point
and forced to have sex with
a teen-age girl passenger.

She was wearing a coat

and nothing else, the 31-
year-old cabbie insisted yes-
terday.

He said the incident began
in East London when a man
jumped info his cab with the
girl, pulled out a knife and
ordered him to drive to an

apartment two miles away.

The driver, who has not
been identified by police,
said he was forced to sirip
and ordered at knife point to
have sex with the girl.

‘Later a shopping bag was

placed over his head and he
‘was punched before he mna-
aged to grab his clothes and

Police said a 16-year-old
girl and a man are being
questioned.
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Then there are the air-
ways. Florida has 255
named and charted air-
strips, among them some of
the busiest in the world. Be-
vond these, clandestine
fields can be carved out in
any one of a thousand wood-
ed and secluded locations in
the rural areas of the state.

Florida is'the closest point
for illegal entry of drugs
from the Caribbean and
South America, primarily
cocaine and marijuana. It
has been estimated that
until a recent
crackdown, had become the
leading cash crop in Jamai-
ca, equaling or surpassing in
cash value its No. 1legal ex-
port, bauxite. Huge quanti-
ties continue to come from
Colombia.

The <coca plant, from
which cocaine is derived,
thrives in Bolivia, Chile, Co-
lombia, Ecuador and Peru,
Bolivia and Peru, regarded
as the primary sources of il-
licit cocaine coming into
the United States, repufedly
produce 35,000 kilos of the
drug each year.

Although marijuana and

cocaine are the siate’s pri-
mary illegal imports, there
is also substantial traffic in
transshipped herein, hashish
and other drugs, taken from
their point of origin in BEu-
rope, the Mideast or else-
where into South America or
the Caribbean and from
there across the horder at
Florida in the United States.

The result, as one over-
worked agent of the drug
agency put it, is “‘dope from
every direction, in every
way you can imagine, onthe
water, on the land, in the
air.” QOccasionally, it even
rains from the heavens.

It is not unusual for plas-
tic-wrapped bundles of drugs
to be dropped offshore from
planes or into bays, rivers,
swamps and fields so the
planes will be “clean’ when
they land. One tale is of a
fisherman whose boat was
nearly swamped when a
bale.of marijuana smacked
into the water beside him.
More often, bales are simply
floated from boats.

Westrate of the drugagen-
cy and others estimate that
about half the drugs coming

into Florida come by sea,
half by air.

Although there are some
amateurs involved, primari-
ly in marijuana traffic, the
vast majority of drugs ap-
pear to come into the state
through the efforts of well-
financed and organized
smuggling rings of fromtwo
to three up to two dozen in-
dividuals.

The enormous profits
spawn large operations, cf-
ten with a grim ieavening of
violence. '

Over the past month, state
and federal agenis have ar-
Tested or were seeking 18
persons, in an alleged $23-
million cocaine smuggling
conspiracy. Under investiga-
tion was evidence or suspi-
cion linking the ring to 14
unsolved murders, a number
of beatings and a hombing.

The -Miami airport poses a
/particular problem for drug
agents and customs offi-
cials, who are the primary
line of enforcement. Eleven
flomestic and 25 foreign air-

lines land there, with more
than two million incoming
international passengers a
year. : .

Drugs come into the air-
port regularly in false-
bottom suitcases, in cloth-
ing, in camera cases, boxes
labeled machine parts and
the like, and carried on the
person -— agents have found
up to seven pounds.

Perhaps the drug enforce-
ment agency’s most spectac-
ular success came last
year in what was called op-
eration Buccaneer, a Coast
Guard drug agency opera-
tion that involved blockad-
ing the Windward Strait be-
tween Cuba and Hait and
stopping all suspect Ameri-
can vessels as well as help-
ing the Jamaican govern-
ment search out and destroy
marijuana on the ground.

The agency reported that
450 acres of marijuana,
more than 350,000 pounds,
were destroved on the
ground;
pounds were seized on air-

another 250,000

craft and boats; nine air-

craft and 18 boats were tak
en, and 86 persons arrested.

The long-term success of
the operation, however, is
open to some guestion.

A middlelevel New York
marijuana  dealer Wwho
agreed to talk confidential-
1y to the New York Times Ly
telephone said:

“It was three weeks 0 a
month hefore Christmas and
all of a sudden, people like
me had te go to somebody
else just to get something
for my own head, my own
use. There were dealers who
were considering going info
a straight gig. Florida was a
major topic of conversation;
there was one word used
and that word was ‘heat.” 1
think it got out of hand. The
minute the Florida scene got
so visible, it was bound fo
happen. Everything was
coming from there.”

The operation, he said,
created “the most solid
drought yet” in marijuana,
but he added, “‘it’s unrealis-
tic to think they can stop it
permanently.”

“Since Chrisimas, there
have been three or four
loads of excellent stuff com-
ing. in here,” he said.
“There is something like an
old-fashioned gasoline price
war.”’

“There is plenty of prod-
uect, but no capital. It’s the
economy. The price is down
$50 a pound.”




