Church ‘ﬁepa{a?ions’Are Sought

Wearing a frock coat and
clutching a well-thumbed Bible,
the Rev. Carl Mecintire, the
radio preacher, read his “Chris-
tian Manifesto” on the steps
of Riverside Church yester-
day, demanding $3-billion in
“reparations” to fundamental-
ists.

The demands, for payments
from the churches affiliated
with the National Council of
Churches, which Mr, Mclntire
has long opposed, are equal in
amount to those asked by
James Forman from the coun-
try’s churches and synagogues
as compensation for oppression
of Negroes under slavery.

‘Mr. McIntire was turned
away earlier from the chancel
of the church, at 120th Street
and Broadway, when he tried
to read the 13-page document
to the congregation of 1,200
filing in for the 11 AM. service.

Organ music was playing
gently in the background as
Mr. Mclntire stepped to the
chancel where Mr., Forman
attempted to present his “Black
Manifesto” in May, forcing
cancellation of the service.

Mr. MclIntire turned to the
congregation and said, “Ladies
and gentlemen,” but before he
could continue the music in-
creased in volume, drowning
him out. The Rev. Dr. Ernest
Campbell, the church’s minister,
approached and told Mr. Mec-
Intire that he would be break-
ing a state law if he attempted
to disrupt the service.

Mr. Mclntire, saying he would
support “law and order,” left
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Mr. Mclntire, who was turned away from the pulpit, being
helped to aff’ix his manifesto over front door of the church.
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the sanctuary and, on the
steps of the church, read his
manifesto, which mirrored Mr.
Forman’s “Black Manifesto.”

“The ‘Black Manifesto’ is the
voice of hell,” Mr, Meclntire
said, reading from his mani-
festo with his voice rising emo-
tionally “Tt is the evidencs ﬂgf
Commiunist participation in the
internal life of t!‘%p?:hurchee in
the United States of America.
It is the fruit of the social
gospel. It will destroy the
United States,

“We speak for Bible-believing
Christians. We are concerned
about all the propaganda that
turns blacks against whites,
'poor against rich, and in the
jname of the gospel promotes
the class struggle.”

The “reparations” asked for
by Mr. Mcintire would be
used, according to his “mani-

everything in the Bible is liters
ally true to its 19th-century
ascendance in American reli-
gious life. It charges that the
liberal “soeial gospel,” ch
preaches secular activi has
robbed fundamentalism the
institutions it built.

-Little Notice of Incident

When he finished speaking,

Mr. McIntire was lifted by an

aide and taped a copy of the
document above the main en-
trance of the church. Then he
fulxctagraphed a few Bibles and
eft.

Dr. Campbell said later that
“within the framework of what
he was doing, Mr. McIntire was
reasonable and gracious.” Be-
yond a few remarks such as
“I'm tired of this kind of stuff,”
the parishoners barely took
notice of the incident.

_er. Mclntire's visit to Rivelrt-
side Church is a example
of the kind of sﬁ%ieshes that
have characterized his 35-year
battle with the forces of liber-
alism, which he normally as-
sociates with Communism, in
the Christian churches.

This latest confrontation,
‘however, comes at a time when
the militant fundamentalist is
faced with threats from within
the ranks of his supporters and
from government authorities at
almost every level of his activ-
ities.

“The problems are piling up
for Carl Mcintire,” said one
long-time observer of his en-
terprises. “His organization is
erodinig around him.”

Despite these assessments,
it is agreed even among Mr.
Mclntire’s detractors, that he
is one of the most powerful in-
fluences on the country re-
ligious and political right, op-
posing any détente with Com-
munist countries and assailing
the ecumenical movement as a
“perversion” of Christianity.

*Nobody knows what his au-
!dience is,” the observer said
of Mr. McIntire’s five weekly
half-hour radio broadcasts that
the fundamentalist says are
carried on 600 stations. “But in
{the boondocks, people listen to
ithe radio an awful lot and his
‘thrust is enormous.”

“When you suffer his ire,”
a former Mclntire associate
said, “you really know what an
empire he has—it-becomes im-
possible to retalide.” :

Mr. Mclntire, a slightly heavy

festo,” to restore the idea that|

63-year-old minister with alert
gray eyes, works in a large dis-
organized office in an old con-
verted school on the main street
of Collingswood, N. J., just out-
side Camden.

Two Colleges Controlled

From there he controls, di-|
rectly or indirectly, the opera-
tion of two colleges, a resort
for fundamentalists in Cape
May, N. J., a “separatist” de-
nomination he founded in 1036,
three radio stations, a weekly
newspaper with a circulation|
of 115,000 and his own 1,300-
member  Bible Preshyterian
Church in Collingswood.

A 65-member staff, most of
them middle-aged women, dis-
tributes the tapes of the “20th
Century Reformation Hour,”
opens the “bagful” of mail that
arrives each day and sends out
mailings to a list of 250,000
names.

Mr. Meclntire’s organization
2lso owns a press in Collings-:
weod that prints The Christian
Beacon, a weekly compilation
of the preacher’s opposition to
ecumenical movements and left-
leaning politics, as well as
books, fracts and position pa-
pers.

He éstimates the combined
budget of these endeavors at
$3-million a year. Most of the
money ig obtained through ra-
dio appeals by Mr. Mclntire.
His ability can be seen in the
latest Christmas appeal for
Korean orphans, which grossed
$502,000 in additional funds.

The most ambitious of Mr.
Mclntire’s activities has been in
the building of associations of
fundamentalists to oppose the
“apostate” National Council of
Churches and the World Coun-
cil of Churches. It is primarily
in this area that his opponents;
say he is losing crucial support.

Men who have worked with
Mr. Meclntire for decades are
now condemning him, charging
that he refuses to hear criticism
and resorts to character assas-
sination when his methods are
called to question,

“We have finally dared to
ask you to change your attitude
of dictatorship toward us,”
wrote a long-time friend, the!
Rev. Robert T. Keacham, in a
letter to Mr. McIntire published
in The Christian Beacon.

Power Shift Cited

The controversy has resulted
in a shift of power from Mr.
MgcIntire in  the American
Council of Christian Churches,
which he founded in 194I.
Similar defections are taking
place in its global counterpart,
the International Council of
Christian Churches. )

According to the critics of
Mr. MeclIntire, the issues are
not ideological or religious.

“We are just as conservative
as ever,” said the Rev. J. Philip
Clark, who was president of
The Associated Missions of the
International Council. “We
sometimes feel that MclIntire is
just a little too flamboyant.”

At a meeting last October,
the insurgents in the American
Council, principally the Rev.
(John Millheim, the Rev. Donald
Waite, a former aide to Robert
Welsh at the John Birch So-
ciety, and Mr. Clark, outvoted
Mr. Mclntire on several issues
— such as moving the council’s
headquarters to Valley Forge,
Pa., away from New York and




its opportunities for confron-
tation. They also voted them-
selves into office, over Mr.
McIntire’s objections.

The American Council claims
a total membership of one mil-
lion. Independent sources, how-
ever, put the figure at 250,000.
By comparison, the National
Council has 40 million mem-

s.

Thers are a number of large
fundamentalist churches in the
United States, such as the
Southern Baptists, with 11 mil-
lion members, that spurn ecu-

menical entanglements but

which would nevertheless con-
sider Mr, Mclntire too conser-
vative to be their spokesman.

In general, these churches

revivalism with its emphasis on
the Bible and its literal promise
of a second coming. These
views are also widespread
.among Christians in Africa and
Latin America.

There is a profusion of such
denominations in the United
States with a variety of bellefs
that could be classified as
fundamentalist, The total num-
ber of adherents, however, is
diffieult to estimate.

In response {o his defeat, Mr.
MclIntire appealed to readers of

Beacon and to his radio
audience to write the American
Council out of their wills.

. “The American Council will
either dry up or come back into
|the battle with the rest of us,”
Mr. Mclntire said in an inter-
view. “They are not doing any-
thing. Now the battle is being
waged by the International
| Couneil.”

Mr. Mcintire is president
of the International Council,
which, he maintains, has greater
influence among African Chris-
tians than the World Council
and is of growing importance

in Korea and Pakistan, Precise
figures were not available.

The largest single denomina-
tion in the International Coun-
cil, the General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches, with
180,000 members in this coun-
try, recently withdrew.

Among other things, ‘the de-
a fundamentalist
complained of inade-
quate financial reporting or
public audits of the associa-
tion’s activities,
Mclntire denied these
charges in The Beacon, saying
that he had never had control
over finances, His press spokes-
man said that Mr. McIntire’s
salary was $14,500 and that he
still lived in the same house in
. L -=>|Collingswood he moved into in
derive from American frontier 1938,

The dissidency in the major
associations formed by Mr.

|

{Mclntire is threatening, accord-
ing to sources close to the issue,
to spread into the Bible Presby-
terian Church, the denomina-
tion Mr. Mclntire formed in
1936 after he left the United
Presbyterian Church. The de-
nomination has its annual meet-
ling next month.

In addition to the problems
within his organizations, Mr.
Mecintire is faced with chal-
lenges by governmental authori.
ties,

College in Cape May may be
revoked by the state, which has
cited 19 instances in which the
college fails to meet standards
for awarding baccalaureate de-
grees. Mr, Mclntire is also presi-
dent of Faith Theological Semi-
nary in Elkins Park, Pa.

The Federal Communications

Pa
The accreditation of Shelton|

Commission is investigating
charges that radio station
WXUR in Media, Pa., owned by
Faith Theological Seminary of
which Mr. MclIntire is president,
has failed to abide by the “fair-
ness doctrine” that would re-
quire the station to give time
to moderate and left-wing
views,

The other stations in which
Mr, McIntire has an interest are
WGCB and WINB in Red Lion,

“Radio is the mainstay of the
whole operation,” said Mr, Mc-
Intire, who has fought for years
against any interference with
WXUR, “I talk as though I am
sitting across the breakfast
table—an informal folksy way.
I am a direct route to the com-
mon man facing the confusion
of the day.”




