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. Efforts to curb the growing
traffic in small, cheap pistols,

specials that have plagued po-
lice departments in urban areas

into the multimillion dollar pis-
tol industry indicates.

A 1968 ban on importation
of such weapons, in fact, ap-

" |pears simply to have generated

a thriving domestic industry
in cheap guns,

Even as President Ford called
yesterday for a Federal ban
on the manufacture, sale or
possession of such weapons,
there were approximatley 40
gun control bills already before
a House subcommittee, a num-
ber of them calling for siric-

night specials.
" Passage of such controls
could affect the manufacture

|of from 20 to possibly 50 per

cent. of the mearly 1.9 million
handguns now assembled year-
ly in the United States.

Americans paid $91-million
for hand gung in the fiscal year
1974, according to the House
Committee on Crime, and some
414,002 (or 22 per cent) of the
1,894,872 handguns manufac-
tured in the United States last
year fell into the Saturday night
special category.

Although some advocaies of
street hand gun controls, no-

Harrington, Democrat of Massa-
chusetts, argue that all pistols,
regardless of type, price and
caliber, should be banned or
rigidly controlled, the President
followed the expected course of
emphasizing small, cheap, easily
concealable weapons that Fed-
eral studies have shown are re-
sponsible for 47 per cent of the
gun-related crimes committed in
16 "urban areas studied since
1973, =
Guarded Figures

The companies that manufac-
ture and market Saturday night
specials guard their production
figures zealously, and are as-
sisted in this by the Federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, the - Government
agency that regulates the manu-
facture} sale and transportation
of firearms, Although the bu-
ireau obtains individual produc-
'tion figures from all firearms
manufacturers, the agency re-
fuses to release them, except as
totals, even to some members
of Congress who have requested
them.

“We have to have the co-
operation .of these people,” said
me official of the bureau.

Moreover, the major manu-
‘acturers and distributors of
sheap, pocketable guns have

the spoalied Ssnirday El.ught!ql.lzl-ntiti:es of Saturday night

tures on the sale of Saturday.

tably Reprasentative Michael J.|ly

_|shown a remarkable resilience]

in the face of increased local
and Federal regulation, contin-
uing to ‘make and sell huge

specials despite tightened laws.
The Gun Control Act of 1968,

for more. than a decade, have|which banned imports of small,
failed completely, an inquiry|cheap handguns, caused a num-

ber of manufacturers to spring
‘out in this country to make the
guns here.

Crime, which has been conduct-
ing hearings on the handgun
problem, defined Saturday night
specials as guns made of poor
quality materials, selling for
less than $50, firing bullets of
.32 caliber or léss and having
a barrel length of les than three
inches. It said they would not
qualify for importation into
this country.

_ About 30 of the 320 federally
licensed. manufacturers of fire-
arms in this country make
guns.. Another 15 are licensed
but show no production. Thirty-
seven handgun manufacturing
gornpanies have started in bus-
iness since the passage of the
1968 act.

Impact on Sales Unclear

. The subcommittee found,
moreover, that of the approxi-
mately 30 handgun makers, 22
had more than half of their
total production in 1974 in
‘Wweapons that would not meet
import standards, The import
standards are considerably
more strict than those general-
ly used to define Saturday

The House Subcommittee on|P

Police officials in New York
and elsewhere, however, say
that the cheapness of these
guns, their size, and their ready
marketability make them prime
candidates for illegal gun-run-
ning into areas with strict local|
gun laws. o

Five manufacturers or dis-
tributors of Saturday night spe-
cials—the Buddie Arms Com-
any of Fort Worth; Clerke
Technicorp of Santa Monica
and three Miami companies—
Firearms Import and Export
Corporation, the Valor Corpora-
tion and R. G. Industries, Inc.
—refused any comment when
contacted by The Thmes about
sales figures and possible new
regulations. if

Special Through June 30 |

However, Leonard J. Gold-|

cial,
which Mr. Goldstein contended
did less than 15 per cent of its
toal business in handguns, in-
corporated as a Florida corpo-
ration in 1969.

Efforts to Curb Cheap Pistols Called Failure

According to a Federal offl-
the Valor Corporation,

Prior to the 1968 act, Sol

Mogal, the chief stockholder of
Valor, i
guns from Germany and Italy
through the New York concern
of Mitchell-Mogal. After the
act:banned importation of the
small hand guns, the Valor
Corporation i
Bohemia, N. Y., company, Cri-
terion Die and Mold, to manu-
facture Valor guns with domes-
tically made frames, but with
other parts from abroad.

had been importing

commissioned a

According to the Federal of-

ficial, when a New York law

stein, an officer of the Valor{made such manufacturing diffi-

Corporation, emphasized that
his company does ‘mot manu-|
facture the pistols that bear the
company name. They are, he
said, made under contract with’
other manufacturers. Valor is
currently  offering ' special
wholesale prices on two popu-
lar guns, the CDM Aluminum
22 caliber and the Clerke
Chrome Snub, at $12.50 and
$14.50 through June 30.

citlt, the company moved to
Watertown, Conn., where the
manufacture of the Valor weap-
on continued.

Later, after a Criterion em-

ploye and several others were
arrested' for stealing parts from
the company and-illegally as-
sembling and selling guns, the
contract was withdrawn and
turned over to a Florida com-

pany.

night specials, since they pro-
hibit importaion of any weap-
on, for example, that has a
barrel less than three inches
in length, regardless of price
or quality.

Thus, if the definition used
by the House Subcommittee on
Crime is ultimately adopted in
legislation banning Saturday
night  specials,” about 22 per
cent of the nation’s production
would be affected. If the im-
port standards are used, the
figure could approach 50 per
cent. What this would mean
to total sales is unclear, as it
is generally thought that those
who want a gun will simply
turn-to a better, more expen-
sive weapon.

There are certain handguns,

that are certain to be eliminat-|
ed if any effective ban is placed
on Saturday night specials.

These include cheap, small
caliber weapons such as the
Rohm 22 caliber, the Clerke
“First,” the Buddie 22 caliber
derringer, the Valor and similar
guns.

Officials of the firearms bu-
reau are reluctant to criticize
the makers of these weapons,
saying only that, as a spokes-

man put it, “They obey the
law, which is all we ask.”

familiar to the police, however,
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