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Attorney General Edward
15,
year administration stand
against tougher gun lcon-
trols, called yesterday _fﬂr
banning handgun possession
outsiae a person’s home ory
business in high crime areas
of the nation,

Levi’s proposal also would
‘make it illegal to sell or
transfer handguns and am-
‘munition in the high crime
areas as well as to importd
‘them there. 5

Declaring that “the hand-
gun. has become the denomi-
nator of much of the vio-
lence that besets us,’”” Levi
told a narcotics conference

. of police officials here that
state, local and federal lavr«:s
have proven to be insuffi-
cient. :

‘Levi’s detailed proposalis
likely to increase the pros-
pects for adoption of gun

contrl legislation in the cur-
rent session of Congress.

Levi's suggestion seemed

to go significantly further
Ford's .
"stance on gun control, ex- -

than President
pressed as recently _as
March 23 in an interview
with wthe Los Angeles
Times, He said then that the
only proposal “that looks at
all like the right one is one
that would ban so-called Sat-
urday night specials”
cheap handguns that figure

prominently in  violent
erimes.
- Eut administration

‘sources gaid Levi’s
tad been “run through” the
White House.

Levi's proposal called for
the handgun ban to he trig-
gered by a local violent
crime rate “significantly
‘higher” than the national
average Or by a high local
rate that had climbed sigmf-
-icantly over a One-year peri-
od.

Such a regional mecha-
nism, Levi said, “strikes
only in places whers the

need for handgun control

has. been clearly demon-
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critical leve] of
fiolence.”

If the Jaw had been in ef-
ket in 1972 and had required
b violent crime rate 29 per
“rent higher than the national
Rverage of one ten per cent
tigher than the national av-

-drage and five per cent high-

ir than the 1971 loeal rate,
}2 metropolitan areas would
have been affected. Levi
taid. These would have in-
fluded Los Angeles, San
Irancisco, New York City.
Washington, D. ..
ind Baltimore.

In the covered areas, a

Chicago

. landgun owner ‘“‘would be

'equired to obtain a special
jermit of extremely limited
furation if he wanted to
ransport his weapon outside
lis home or business for a
egitimate reason,” Levi

. old his law enforcement au-

lience.

T0 be effective, Levi said,
he ban would have to be im-
j0sed “for a period of years
Ince crime in a metropoli-
fan area reached critical

- evels.”

Levi said the law could 0p-
irate with a three-part pen-

alty ‘structure. First-timevi.
olators could be ‘subject to
“a high eivil penaly plus
confiscation of the weapon.
a punishment that Levi saiq
Some law enforcement offi.
cials had advised him would
be insufficient because pros-
ecutors would not take seri-
ously  “such a mild sane.
tion.

But Levi said that judges
would not hesitate to impose
A non-iail nendity on first
time ‘gun violators who were

- otherwise law-a~iding eiti-

zZens.

The two-tim> violator
could be subject to “a snort
prison term, while a third
offense or any violation of
the laws gun-running provi-
sions could be liable to 5
stiff criminal penalty, Levi
said.

The Attornev Gsneral said
his regional: handgun ban
would cover not just central
cities, but also their sup-
urbs.

“More than half the mur-
ders in America — perhaps
10.000 in 1973 — are commit-
ted by persons using hang-

‘guns, Levi said.



