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Drop Those Guns

‘Congress would- make ‘a ma;or contribution to the' : .
hezlth and sanity of the American people in thls tensa - 20 Jul 68
troubled season by enacting a comprehensive gun
control Iaw. The threat of violence hangs liké a heavy
pall over the nation. The next outbreak could come ..
anywhere and at any time from a political terrorist, =
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a suddenly angered crowd on a street corner, or the
quiet man next door gone berserk.

The threat is real and terrifying because in the
United States the ruthless, the angry, and the men-
tally sick find it so easy to get their hands on guns.
No other advanced industrial society in the rest of the
world permits such easy access to- deadly weapons.
Americans suffer the consequences of their laxness.
As former Justice Arthur Goldberg pointed out yester-
day in  announcing the formation of the New York
State Emergency Committee for Gun Control, -

American is killed or wounded by gunfire an average" %

of every two minutes of every day.

Congress can cut down this carnage. The House of
Representatwes is scheduled to vote today on a bill

to ban the interstate mail order sale of rifles and shot-
guns, a companion measure to the ban enacted earlier -

on the interstate sale of pistols and revolvers. This
measure is all right so far as it goes, but it does not
go nearly far enough. :

- It is imperative that Congress approve the bipartis_an
amendments sponsored by Representatives McClory

of Illinois and Bingham of New York to require the . -

registration of every gun and the licensing of every

gun owner with the police. The prattle about “hard- -

ships™ for sportsmen is silly. Gun registration would
be no more of a hardship than it walking to the post-
office to buy stamps or applying to the State Depart-
ment for a passport. _ _
Let no Congressman think that he will have done
his duty by voting for a mail order ban on rifles and
shotguns. This issue is not going to go away until
registration and licensing are required -by law.
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