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LOUISVILIE, V. AP =~ A
¢2-million 1fbel suit, £iled by for-
mer Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Falk-

er egaeinst two Louisvillé news-~
epers and a radic station, was
ﬂﬁndséed.Thursday in U.8, Dis-
tfict Court.. |
Welker sued the Courler-
Journal and the Toulsville
Times (0., and WHAS Tnc., and
claimed there was libelous ma-
terial in accounts of his activi-
ties a{-éxford, Mics ., inlthe fall
of 1962. This was during demon-
strations over admission of
James Meredith, a Wegro, to

the university. |

Judge James F. Gordon

tesed his action on 2 Us§. Su-
prémé Court opinlen in a case
azainst hthe New York Times

®. o \

'The bigh court, in the Sulli-

van ve'. New York Times case, '
held that a public official is not
libeled unless he can prove that
the‘statément publishe& about
himlinvolvés Qctual malice.

In his opinion, Gordon said

this ruling in legal effect $4fed-
erally pre-empted the law of Ii-
bel in matters of grave nation-

2l concern involving public offi-



ciala.!i

Fe held there can be no doubt
that the Mississippi occurrence -
was a matter of national con- |
cern. Anﬁ, he 2lso held thaﬁ |
while Welker was not a2 public
official at the time, there was
ro doubf he was in the publie

eye s | -

fhe Judge said f?ere was 30

- evidence qf "act?al mglice!! on

the parts of the defendants.




